Meeting of the Council

Minutes

Monday 9 April 2018

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash
on Monday 9 April 2018 which commenced at 7:00pm
Chairman of the Council:
Vice Chairman

✓ Present

Cllr Nigel Manning
Cllr John Tonks
Cllr Laurence Armes
Cllr Martin Burgess
Cllr Bill Cole
Cllr Andrew Gomm
Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett
Cllr Nigel Kearse
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall
Cllr Mrs Pat Scott
Cllr Paul Spooner

x Not Present

✓
A
✓
✓
A
A
A
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

A Apology for Absence

Part I – Public Session

143.

To receive Apologies for Absence (agenda item 1)
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr John Tonks, Cllr Andrew Gomm, Cllr Mrs
Jayne Hewlett and Cllr Bill Cole.

144.

To receive Declarations of Interest (agenda item 2)
The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during
March 2018 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted. There were no disclosures of
interest declared for this meeting.

145.

Confirmation of the Minutes (agenda item 3)
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12 March 2018, copies
of which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and signed
by the Chairman of the Council.

146.

Chairman’s Announcements (agenda item 4)
UPDATES
All matters raised at the March meeting of the Council have been reported to the relevant
Authority.
The issues with four faulty inspection covers were reported to Surrey County Council but it
was reported that the problems are still ongoing.
Cllr Manning advised that the issues would be reported again to Surrey County
Council by the Parish Office.
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The damaged street name plate for Foreman Road/Grange Road was reported to
Guildford Borough Council on 13 March 2018. The necessary works have been scheduled
in and were expected to be completed 31 March 2018.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ash BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic) 518 Temporary Closure
Surrey County Council’s Countryside Access Team has notified Ash Parish Council that
the temporary prohibition of traffic order has been extended by the Secretary of State for
Transport. It is now due to expire on 31 March 2019 (or until completion of works,
whichever is earlier).
Cllr Paul Spooner advised that the work is nearly complete so the closure can be
lifted sooner than expected.
Southern Gas Networks - Utility Works
Traffic may be disrupted during the works that are due to completed from 3 April to 25
May 2018. The work will involve laying the mains connection in Mytchett Road, Mytchett
and multi–way signals will be in use.
Mayor of Guildford’s Award for Service to the Community
Following discussion at the February Council Meeting, Cllr Nigel Manning announced that
Jane Morgan and Graham Eyre’s nominations were successful. Despite performing
‘above and beyond’ his job role, providing invaluable support within the local community,
Rev Keith Bristow’s was not successful only due to the high number of nominations.
147.

Guildford Borough Council Update (agenda item 5)
Residents were invited to a presentation from Guildford Borough Councillor’s Matt Furniss
(Deputy Leader) and Richard Billington (Lead Councillor for the Rural Economy,
Countryside, Parks and Leisure) with an opportunity for questions and answers.
Cllr Manning proposed and it was agreed that the public adjournment for question
time (agenda item 6) follow the presentations by Cllr Matt Furniss and Cllr Richard
Billington with extra time added on to the twenty five minutes normally allocated
(as at Minute Appendix A).

148.

Adjournment. (agenda item 6)
At this point in the proceedings it was moved by the Chairman of the Council, duly
seconded and:
Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty five
minutes to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A).

149.

Reports of Committees. (agenda item 7)
It was resolved that the reports of the following committees, copies of which have already
been circulated to all members of the Council, be approved and that the
recommendations therein be adopted:
Planning
Planning
Amenities, Finance and
Administration

12 March 2018
26 March 2018
26 March 2018

Minute Number 168 - 175
Minute Number 176 - 184
Minute Number 155 - 177
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Grants of Cemetery Rights. (agenda item 8)
Members authorised the Grants of Exclusive Rights in respect of burials copies of which
have already been circulated to all members of the Council.

151.

Deed No.

Deed Applicant

Grave Space

In Parish/Out of Parish

1604

D.K

K 700

In Parish

1605

R.T

L 90

Out of Parish

Monthly Financial Statement. (agenda item 9)
A summary of the monthly Financial Statements giving details of March 2018 payments
as at Agenda Appendix B were presented to the Council by the Chairman of the
Amenities, Finance and Administration Committee and authorised.

152.

Guildford Borough Council Roll of Honour Nominations. (agenda item 10)
Members considered the call for nominations for the annual Guildford Borough Council
Roll of Honour award. The nomination forms are to be completed by 1 May 2018.
Resolved upon consideration that members could nominate candidates for the
annual Guildford Borough Council’s Roll of Honour Award by completing a
nomination form which were available at the meeting.

153.

Correspondence (agenda item 11)
There was no correspondence to report.

154.

Next Meeting (agenda item 12)
The date of the next meeting is Monday 14 May 2018 at 7pm or following the close of the
Planning Committee meeting if this is later.

The meeting closed at 7: 50pm

Chairman: ___________________
Date: _______________________
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AGENDA APPENDIX A

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
March 2018

DATE OF MEETING

MEMBER

MINUTE REF
& PAGE NO.

TYPE AND NATURE OF
INTEREST

PLANNING
12 March 2018

No Declarations of Interest

PLANNING
26 March 2018

No Declarations of Interest

AMENITIES, FINANCE
& ADMINISTRATION
26 March 2018

No Declarations of Interest
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MINUTE APPENDIX A
Guildford Borough Council Update
Councillor Paul Spooner
Cllr Paul Spooner introduced himself in his capacity as the Leader of Guildford Borough Council
and explained that it is proposed to have question time for Parishioners with other Lead
Councillors at least every year to eighteen months, to touch on the issues facing Guildford
Borough Council.
Local Plan
The Local Plan has been passed by Guildford Borough Council and is now being inspected by
the planning Inspector Johnathan Bore, whose role is to decide whether the Local Plan is sound.
The Inspector has recently worked on the Local Plans for Waverley and Mid-Sussex so is well
known in the local area. Eight questions have already been asked by the Inspector and these
can be found on the Guildford Borough Council website. There will be many representations for
the Inspector to consider and Guildford Borough Council are fully supporting the inspection
process. The Local Plan enquiry may last for two months but it is hoped that the Local Plan will
be in force by the end of this year.
Corporate Plan
A new five year Corporate Plan has been drafted which has involved wider consultation including
with all Council Members and officers. The Plan will be published in due course and this will set
the policies for the work that Guildford Borough Council delivers over the next five years.
Local Government Association Peer Review
Guildford Borough Council recently underwent a review by an independent Peer Review team
made up of senior officers and Members from other authorities. The overall findings were very
positive but the Peer Review team were concerned that 63 key projects were too many for the
Council to focus on, so some work is being done to focus on a shorter list of priorities.
Councillor Matt Furniss
Cllr Matt Furniss introduced himself as Deputy Leader of Guildford Borough Council and
explained that his key responsibilities at Guildford Borough Council are Infrastructure and
Governance, Operational Services including waste and recycling, cemeteries and crematoria, IT
and Customer Services and supporting the ex-Armed Forces and their families.
Infrastructure
There is a consultation event regarding the Ash Road Bridge Scheme at the Ash Centre, on 18
April 2018. Plans, images and the proposed time table will be available to view. The scheme is
funded from £10m government money, £2.5m from Network Rail and the rest from developers.
A further £3m fund is available for improvements to Ash and consultation has been taking place
on improvements to junctions on the A331, A31 and A323.
Surface Water Flooding
A study identified various improvements required for Ash. The South East Region ‘Coast and
Flood Defence Committee’ funding will cover the works including at the Ash Ranges.
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Recycling
Guildford has now reached a 60% recycling rate, so thank you to all residents for assisting in that.
There is more work to do and residents are asked to continue to help improve the recycling rate.
Greyhound Roundabout
Road widening has taken place at the Manor Road roundabout but additional works are required.
Following a meeting earlier in the day, Bewley have accepted that improved signage and a keep
clear area are needed and they will be funding these additional improvements.
Question and Answer Session
The following questions were posed and answers given:
Q1.
A1.

Some ditches with run-off from the Ranges require clearing of growth.
GBC’s Flooding Officer will enforce owners to keep their ditches clear. Old maps have
been used to assist in identifying them. This is on-line for anyone to view.

Q2.
A2.

The consultation event on the A331 was too busy.
There was an unexpectedly high turnout at the beginning of the event. All the information
is on the GBC website for the last Planning Committee.

Q3.
A3.

Flood relief work completed recently at Ash Level Crossing is now flooding again.
The Clerk will write to Network Rail and ask that they ensure the drain which keeps
collapsing is part of the bridge works. An application for the bridge works will be
submitted this Summer for works to start in 2019 and be completed by 2020.

Councillor Richard Billington
Cllr Richard Billington introduced himself as Guildford Borough Council’s Lead Councillor for the
Rural Economy, Countryside, Parks and Leisure. His key projects included:
Spectrum Leisure Centre
The Borough Council is currently in its thinking phase with regards to the long term future of the
Spectrum. The Centre should also be safe, suitable and usable now so there are projects to
improve the fabric of the building and install a new combined heat and power unit.
Burpham Court Farm
Consideration is being given to the future use of the site, such as a wetland for birds due to the
flooding issues. The buildings will be sold off. GBC are also looking at other heritage assets
such as West Lodge and will need to make some decisions about their future.
Cricket Project
The Woodbridge Cricket Ground pavilion has been rebuilt to a very high standard so it is
accessible and is now a multi-use venue.
Traveller Incursions
A review of the approach to traveller incursions is being undertaken and the possible use of
transition sites which have been successful in Sussex are being considered for Surrey.
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Further Question and Answer Session
Q4.
A4.

The surface in Prospect Road and Hutton Road has been damaged due the additional
use when vale road was closed
Prospect Road and Hutton Road will be checked in due course, but there does not appear
to be any additional damage caused by traffic having to use this route during the Vale
Road closure following the water leak.

Q5.
A5.

Manor Road now has a dip that is filing with water.
This is a private road that developers are still responsible for. APC will report this to
SCC highways to ensure the developer is told to repair it.

Q6.

A6.

There are more pot holes on the A323, Ash Church Road on the bend with Love Lane,
both sides of Ash Station and Dean Close. Road Work signs are needed outside the CoOp on Wharf Road.
SCC Highways will be notified.

Q7.
A7.

The road crossing outside the Co-Op in Wharf Road could be a pedestrian crossing.
It is only intended to be a traffic calming measure and not a pedestrian crossing.

Q8.
A8.

Are there any boundary changes in Ash.
There are none in the GBC area but there are some elsewhere e.g. Chobham in Surrey
Heath.
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