
Chairman’s Report   
 

A Happy New Year to you from all the Staff and Councillors at Ash Parish Council  
 

 

I am delighted to report that 2009 will see a new garden being created at the 
Shawfield Day Centre, in memory of the late Councillor John Ades. The 
garden is a jointly funded project between the Friends of the Shawfield Day 
Centre and Guildford Borough Council.   
 
The garden has been designed so wheel chair users, the visually impaired 
and able bodied people can also enjoy the areas of reflection and relaxation, 
or use it as a place to meet and chat with family and friends while enjoying 
light refreshments. 
 
The plans for the garden have        
already been on display at the Day 
Centre and have already met with 
universal approval; they include a 
tactile water feature, raised borders 
and flower beds, which have been 
selected to provide an atmosphere 
of peace and tranquillity. 

 
I believe this is a fitting tribute to John Ades who gave so much of his life 
to serving the local community of Ash.  John was instrumental in getting 
the Shawfield Day Centre built.  I do hope that the residents of Ash will 
enjoy the garden for many years to come. 
 
On the same subject of gardens and horticulture, I am pleased to             
announce that in 2009, Ash Parish Council will be again entering the 
South East in Bloom competition.  Last year, on our first attempt, we 
achieved a bronze award, only four points away from winning a silver 
award.   
 
The competition has a key emphasis on community involvement, so I 
would like you all to get involved in this  exciting and rewarding project.  
Please contact the Clerk to the Council, at the Parish Council (details on 
the back page of this newsletter) who will be able to give you more information. 

Councillor Nigel Manning 
Chairman of the Parish Council  
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Plan of Proposed Garden 



Fantasia - Christmas 2008 
 

The 2008 Christmas Fantasia, at The Ash Centre, was again organised by the 
Staff of the Parish Council and took place on Saturday 6th December. The fair, 
supported by local charities and organisations, was officially opened by the 
Chairman of Ash Parish Council, Councillor Nigel Manning. 
 
Visitors to the Centre enjoyed various attractions, including children’s games, 
tombolas, raffles and a cup and saucer fun fair ride.  The staff of Ash Parish 
Council ran 2 tombolas, whilst Parish Councillors supplied and ran a home 
made cake stall.    
 
The Mothers Union of St. Peter’s church provided refreshments    throughout 

the afternoon. Surrey Heath MP, Mi-
chael Gove and     Guildford Mayor, 
Councillor Jennifer Jordan both spent 
some time visiting the various stalls.  
 
As daylight began to fade a carol ser-
vice, took place on Ash Wharf. The       
Salvation Army Band   
provided the music, and 
the choirs of St Peter’s 
and St Mary’s added to 
the singing .   
 
A huge crowd gathered on 
the Wharf in anticipation 
of Father Christmas arriv-
ing by “Santa Express”. 
Just before 5 o’clock he 
arrived to switch on the    
Christmas tree lights. Fa-
ther Christmas was accompanied on his journey to the Wharf by 
the staff of Ash Parish Council dressed in “Victorian” costume and 
also by the Snowman. 
 
After the light switching on ceremony everyone was invited back 
to the Ash Centre, for mulled wine and mince pies, kindly donated 

by Mike Duffy of Budgens, Ash Vale. 
 
Ash Parish Council would like to say a big thank you to all the stall holders 
and also to all of the local               organisations and retailers that      donated 

items as prizes for the     various 
stalls operated by the     Council. 
 
For more on Christmas Fantasia 
2008, including further pictures 
please log onto our web site;  

       

                   www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk/
council/events/christmasfantasia2008.htm. 
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Councillor Nigel Manning opening 
Fantasia 2008 

Inside the Ash Centre 

Councillors Manning and Moseley with Michael Gove MP 
and his Buzz Lightyear “prize” 

The crowd at Ash Wharf enjoying the seasonal “snow 
fall” 

Father Christmas and the Snowman 

Crowds gathering on Ash wharf prior to the switching on 
ceremony 



   Black Bag Collection 
 

 
Guildford Borough Council, Cleansing and Recycling      
Department, have agreed that residents experiencing      
problems with vermin and foxes attacking their black bags 
that have been put out for collection, may now leave their 
black bags in their dustbins. 
 
The bin lid MUST be placed on the bin and the bin MUST 
be placed wherever the black bags are normally placed.  
 

So Surrey 
 

A year-long arts project, called So Surrey, will see nine communities in Surrey, including Ash, create their 
very own works of art.  Artists will lead workshops with different community groups to encourage people 
to explore how they feel about where they live. 
 

Artist Andrew Morrison will be developing the project 
in Ash, starting with printmaking workshops and    
growing into a bigger arts project that the whole    
community can enjoy.  The first workshops will be 
about using printmaking and texts - simple means of 
combining words and pictures - cutting stencils and  
using woodblock type. 
 
Andrew says, “Artistic ability is not everything - ideas 
and imagination and hard work are just as useful in 
helping to develop this project.  I hope that the piece 
we create at the end of the year -  the book, the series 
of posters, the record of any event - whatever it ends 
up being, will find a place in the community that have 
worked together to make it.”  
 
Information on workshops in the Ash Parish area will 
be published on the Ash Parish Council website, 
www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk. If you require further          
information, or to register an interest in taking part in 
the project, either as an individual or as a group please 
contact Su Kelland, Arts Officer at Guildford Borough 
Council on 01483 444767 or e-mail                         
artsdevelopment@guildford.gov.uk. 
 
The project is funded by Guildford Borough Council 

and other local authorities through Arts Partnership Sur-
rey and match funded by Arts Council England.  Tandridge Leisure Limited and Farnham Maltings jointly 
manage the programme on behalf of Arts Partnership Surrey. 
 
For more information about So Surrey project contact, Celine Gagnon, Creative Communities Co-ordinator 
on 01252 745411 or e-mail celine.gagnon@farnhammaltings.com  
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Artist, Andrew Morton, with the results of the first family workshop 
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We Will Remember Them 
 

Remembrance Day 2008 
 
 

The 2008 Ash Parish Council Remembrance Day Service and Parade 
took place on Sunday, 8th November. Although the rain held off for most 
of the service, a few drops did fall at the start of the period of     silence.  
 
The parade from the Ash Centre to the Ash War Memorial was led by 
lone piper, Euan McDermott. Euan was followed by The Union Flag, car-
ried by a  standard bearer from St John Ambulance. 
 
The local dignitaries were led by Chairman of the Council, Nigel        
Manning,  local Surrey Heath MP, Michael Gove, Clerk of the Council, 
Carole Olive and the Ash Parish Council councillors. They were joined in 
the parade by a number of        uniformed organisations,                local 
veterans and  members of U3A (University of the 3rd Age). 
 
The Service of Remembrance was 
jointly conducted by Father David  
Osbourne, Reverend Keith Bristow 
and Reverend Neil Lambert. 
 
Nigel Manning led the wreath laying 
part of the ceremony, followed by Mi-
chael Gove, MP and representatives 
from the local uniformed          organi-

sations and members of U3A. 
 
The North East Hampshire Area School Band, provided the             ac-
companying music and a bugler  sounded both the Last Post and    Re-

veille. Tim Edwards of the          St. 
John Ambulance Brigade once again, 
efficiently marshalled the      Parade. 
 
Following the        service, the pa-
rade  returned to the Ash Centre 
where the    salute was taken by Ni-
gel Manning and Michael Gove MP. 
 
Before final         
dispersal,           
Councillor Manning 
thanked all individ-
uals, groups and or-
ganisations who had 
contributed towards 
and attended the 
event.  
 
Tea and Coffee were 
then served in the 
Ash Centre by the 

Mothers Union of St. Peter’s Church.  

The lone piper, Euan McDermott 

Carole Olive, Nigel Manning and        
Michael Gove leaving the Ash Centre 

Nigel Manning laying a wreath on behalf 
of Ash Parish Council 

The Parade returning to the Ash Centre 
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We Will Remember Them 
 

Councillors visit to Ypres 
 

 
 
To commemorate the 90th anniversary of the Armistice, at the end of 

the First World War, (the war to end all wars), a group of Ash Parish Councillors, travelled to Ypres (Leper) 
in Belgium (at their own expense), to take part in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate.   
 
Councillor Nigel Manning, Chairman of the Council, laid a wreath to   
honour those who have died in all conflicts. 
 
The origin of the Last Post ceremony goes back to 1928.  The Last Post is 
the traditional salute to the fallen warrior and the first buglers to sound 
the last post in Ypres, came from the local volunteer fire brigade.  
 
Since November 1929, the Last Post has been sounded at the Menin Gate, 
every evening and in all weathers.  The only exception to this was during 
the 4 years of German Occupation of Ypres, from May 1940 until         
September 1944.  During this time the daily ceremony took place at 
Brookwood Military Cemetery, just down the road from Ash, in Pirbright, 
Surrey.  The ceremony resumed on 6 September 1944, when the Polish 
forces liberated the town, in spite of heavy fighting still going on in other 
parts of the town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more in-

formation regarding the Last Post Ceremony, log on to www.lastpost.be 
 

A Poem by Patrick MacGill, London Irish Regiment, at the Irish Peace Park, Messines, Belgium. 
 

I wish the sea were not so wide 
That parts me from my love; 

I wish the things men do below 
Were known to God Above. 

 
I wish that I were back again 

In the Glens of Donegal; 
They’ll call me coward if I return 

But a hero if I fall. 
 

Patrick MacGill (24 December 1889 to November 1963) was an Irish journalist, poet 
and novelist, who during the First World War, served with the 1/18th Battalion, The 
London Regiment, The London Irish Rifles.  He was wounded at the Battle of Loos 
on 28 October 1915. 

 

The Last Post Buglers of Ypres 

Councillors (left to right) Jayne Hewlett, Ni-
gel Manning, Marsha Moseley and Annie 

Norgrove prior to the wreath laying         cer-
emony 

Patrick MacGill 
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Ash Citizens Advice Bureau 
 

Help at the Heart of the Community 
 

 
Ash Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), is situated in the heart of 

Ash, close to the local shops.  It benefits from modern, fully wheelchair accessible offices, at the rear of the 
Ash Parish Council offices.  There is a free car park with dedicated disabled bays. 
Ash CAB employs a few paid workers but   relies heavily on volunteers who are trained to high standards 

and are fully skilled in all     aspects of advice 
work. In addition to their  extensive training, 
staff and volunteers at Ash CAB have wide 
ranging experiences, both professionally and 
personally, of dealing with many of the diffi-
cult issues people might face. 
 
 
Ash bureau offer, free, impartial,             
confidential and independent advice on a 
huge variety of   issues.  Last Year they helped 
clients with over 6,000 problems including 
benefits, employment rights, relationship 
problems, consumer, debt and housing and 
much, much more.  They can provide infor-
mation that is        accurate, up to date and un-
biased, and help clients to make choices about 

what to do next. 
 
What the CAB can do: 
 
 ●  Identify where the problem lies and suggest ways forward. 
 ●  Help with form filling, writing letters and negotiating with other agencies. 
 ●  Advise you on where you stand and explain options. 
 ●  Offer support through difficult and lengthy procedures. 
 ●  Make referrals for specialist help. 
 
You can contact Ash CAB in the following ways: 
 
 ●  Telephone:  01252 315569. 

●  Drop in to the bureau at the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash GU12 5DP between 10:00 am and 4:00 
     pm Monday to Thursday. First come first served. 
●  By e-mail: You can contact Ash CAB via the website: www.ashcab.org.uk.  They promise to answer 
     all e-mail enquiries within 5 working days. 
●  For Online information visit there website on www.ashcab.org.uk. 

 
Information and guidance, including frequently asked questions, together with downloadable factsheets are 
also available from www.citizensadvice.org.uk or www.advicequide.org.uk. 
 
Some of this information is available in several different languages including, Chinese, Czech, Hungarian, 
Latvian, Polish, Punjabi and Welsh.  

 
 
 

The Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road.   

Ash CAB can be found at the rear of building by using the path to the left side of the     

building 
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Are Your Looking for Somewhere Different to Go? 
 

Are you looking for something different to do in your spare time? Well why not visit one of the following 
local groups or clubs.  If you do go along to any of the meetings please mention that you saw the details in 
the Ash Parish Newsletter. 
 
If you are a member of a local group or club and would like to have your event or meeting details published 
in this new newsletter feature, please contact Graham Bidwell, either by telephone on 01252 328287 or     e
-mail graham.bidwell@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk.   
 

Ash Hill Evening WI 
 

The Ash Hill Evening WI meet every month, except for August, at the St Mary’s    
Community Centre, Wood Street, Ash Vale.  The meetings start at 7:45pm and last   
until approximately 10:00pm. 
 
Ash Hill Evening WI is part of the Surrey WI Federation.  At some of the meetings 
they have guest speakers, for example in 2008, talks covered topics such as the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Gold & Silver Jewellery. The group also 
holds hands on craft sessions, games evenings, a mini produce show and an annual 
quiz. The group also participate in the Ash Village events in the summer and at    
Christmas. 
 
The Ash Hill Evening WI comprises of ladies of various ages and if you would like to 

go along and see what they get up to please contact either the President, Molly, on 01252 325781 or Anne 
on 01252 321659.  
  
 

St Mary’s Silver Circle 
 

St. Mary’s Silver Circle is a club for Senior Citizens.  It meets eve-
ry Wednesday afternoon at 2:00pm in the St. Mary’s Church Hall, 
Vale Road, Ash Vale. 
 
The club arrange entertainment and outings, and there is also the 
occasional game of Bingo.  Tea and biscuits are always available 
and there is plenty of time to “have a chat”.   
 
Just go along to any meeting as no introduction is needed or for 
further information please contact Pat on 01252 345816. 

                               Ash Stamp Club 
 

Ash Stamp Club meet on the 3rd Monday of every month, except for August at 
the St. Peter’s Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash.  The meetings start at 8:00pm and last 
until approximately 10:00pm.  Everyone is welcome whether you are just a        
beginner or a more serious collector. 
 
The club meetings cover a wide range of philatelic topics and range from “Swap 
Shops” (where members can swap their surplus stamp stock), Members nights 
(where Club members get a chance to display their collections), and also host    
visits by guest speakers, who cover the whole range of philatelic material.   
 
For more information please contact Harry Coupland, club chairman, on 01252 312938 or visit the club’s 
website at www.ashstampclub.co.uk. 
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Police Neighbourhood Panel Meetings  

The next Neighbourhood Panel meetings will take 
place at the Ash Centre on the following dates: 

Tuesday,  January 27th 2009 
Tuesday,  March 17th 2009 
Tuesday, May 12th 2009 
Tuesday, July 21st 2009 
Tuesday, September 8th 2009 
Tuesday, 17th November 2009 
 

For more information see www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
or www.surrey.police.uk. 

 

 

     Contact Numbers 
 

0845 1252222 - Report a crime to Surrey Police 
0845 1252222 ext 30103 - Ash Police Station 
07967 986769 - Ash Wharf NSO Janice Lewiston 
07772 222471 - Ash Vale PCSO Leanne Huddy 
07772 222447 - Ash Wharf PCSO Nicola Carr 
 

Community Safety Wardens 
 

07901 513652 - CSW Jo Packman 
07769 642053 - CSW Lesley Telford - Gillies 

Dates for your Diary 
Please remember to enter these dates in your diary (dates subject to final confirmation): 
  
 Parish Fun Day       Saturday, 25th July 2009 
 Remembrance Day Parade and Service Sunday,  8th November 2009 
 Christmas Fantasia      Saturday, 5th December 2009 

Recycling Sites 
 

Recycling in Ash Parish is handled by Guildford Borough Council. There is an extensive section on recycling 
on the following webpage: http://www.guildford.gov.uk/guildfordweb/environment/recycling.  
Recycling sites in Ash and Ash Vale are located at: 
 
Ash Football Club    Green, Brown and Clear Glass 
Shawfield Road 
Carrington Recreation Ground Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers,   
  
Lysons Avenue     Magazines, Cans, Plastic Bottles, Textiles, Shoes, Liquid Food and Drink  
        cartons. 
Coronation Gardens    Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers, Magazines, Cans, Plastic 
 Ash Hill Road     Bottles, Cardboard, Books, Textiles and Shoes. 
 

 

If you would like to place an article about a community event in a future issue of this 
newsletter or website, please contact The Parish Office by        tel-

ephone on: 01252 328287 or e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
 

Ash Parish Councillors 
  
Cllr Steven Evans    (01252) 317139  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Ann Graham          (01252) 329670  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall    (01252) 344929  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Douglas Richards   (01252) 658367  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Laurence Armes    (01252) 662956  (Ash Vale Ward)    Mrs Carole Olive    
Cllr Nigel Manning           (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Clerk of Ash Parish Council 
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley   (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road 
Cllr Mrs Annie Norgrove        (01252) 312885  (Ash Vale Ward)     Ash, Surrey, GU12 5DP  
Cllr Graham Hawes           (01252) 317763  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Telephone: 01252 328287  
Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett       (01252) 336418  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Fax: (01252) 319338 
Cllr Len Scott             (01252) 324941  (Ash Wharf Ward)    E-mail:  office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk  
Cllr Mrs Pat Scott           (01252) 314269  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Website: www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 


