
 

 

Parish News  

Issue Two 2008 

 
Chairman’s Report 

 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of Parish News, I hope you like the new 
colour format, which we are trying for the first time. We trust this makes 
the newsletter more distinctive and easier to read. We appreciate your 
feedback, both positive and negative, so if you have any comments on 
this latest edition, please contact the Clerk to the Council, the address is 
on page 7. 
 

There has been quite a lot happening in Ash since the New Year began. 
The work on the canal bridge and the Shawfield Road traffic calming 
scheme to name but two. 

 

Perhaps the most significant development is the essential maintenance 
work that has taken place on the Ash Vale canal bridge on Vale Road. 
The bridge has been in danger of collapsing and has for the last five years or so, been supported by metal 
“acros”. The recent work has involved removing the carriageway construction down to the existing steel 
troughs, then replacing with reinforced concrete slabs, followed by the construction of reinforced masonry 
and metal railing parapets, waterproofing and resurfacing of the bridge deck. In addition to this the 
services have had to be diverted, the concrete footbridge has been replaced with a steel structure and the 
construction of a retaining wall adjacent to the works.  

 

Surrey County Council has the legal power to carry out the bridge reconstruction work, under the 
Highways Act 1980. It also has legal powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, to close the 
road temporarily, for the purpose of enabling the works to be carried out. The decision to use these powers 
was taken, for health & safety reasons and to keep costs to a minimum. I appreciate that closing the road 
has caused a great deal of inconvenience to many residents however, despite my best efforts and those of 
all the other Ash Parish Councillors, a suitable and sustainable alternative could not be found.  However 
the Parish councillors have been involved in identifying problems as the works progress and ensuring 
changes take place. 

 

On a brighter note, may I draw your attention to the Ash Fun Day, which is being held on Saturday 5 July 
2008. Full details are contained in this newsletter.  If last year is anything to go by, it will be a great 
afternoon out for the whole family. So please, put the date in your diary and I look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible on the day, to support many of our local community organisations. 

 

May I also take the opportunity to remind you that the Parish Council website www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
has a diary of local events and I would encourage you to use this facility to publicise your own community 
events. Just email the office on office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk or call 01252 328287 with your details and the 
Office Staff will do the rest. 

 

Finally, following our success in November, with being awarded Quality Status, a small celebration took 
place, in March, where the Right Honourable Earl of Lytton, President of the National Association of 
Local Councils (NALC) presented the award to the Council.  

http://www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk/
mailto:office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk
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Looking for a Trader? - Use Buy With Confidence 
 

These days everyone is wary about employing a cowboy trader 
who may rip them off and do a bad job. Now there is no need to 
worry, simply use the Buy With Confidence trader approval 
scheme to find a reputable trader.  

 

Surrey County Council’s Trading Standards Service runs the 
scheme, and all the traders in the scheme have been rigorously 
vetted to ensure they are reliable, trustworthy, and competent 
and have good customer care standards. 

 

Across the South East there are over 270 different trade types in 
the scheme and in excess of 1,200 individual companies, 
ranging from electricians and plumbers to security systems and 
IT services, in fact you are bound to find whatever you are 
looking for. Within Surrey there are nearly 300 member 
companies across a range of services. 

 

To find a trader look on the web site, www.Buywithconfidence.gov.uk where you can type in your postcode 
to find a trader near you, or look at the whole list to have a wider selection. 

 

If you do not have Internet access just phone 01372 371666 and an advisor will tell you some trader names 
over the phone, or arrange for a list to be sent to you. 

 

 

Buy with Confidence Logo 

ASH FUN DAY SHOW 

 
Have you ever thought about entering your flowers or vegetables into 
the Ash Parish Council Fun Day Show?  Why not give it a go this year?   

 

The Fun Day Show will be held on          
Saturday 5th July 2008 in the Main Hall, 
The Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash, with 
exhibits from 10 am, judging from 12 noon 
and open for public viewing from 1.30 am. 

 

There are around 30 different classes including Flower, Fruit, Vegetables, Flow-
er arranging, Craft and Baking classes. 

 

For further information and an entry form please contact the Ash Parish Council 
Office on 01252 328287 or e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk  

  

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
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Fire and Emergency Support Service - Surrey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When disaster strikes who can you turn to? 

 

The Fire and Emergency Support Service (FESS) in Surrey is able to provide support to those 
who have been involved in just such a disaster. 

 

Every year, hundreds of families and individuals in Surrey are affected by emergency incidents 
that disrupt their everyday lives, such as fires, floods, evacuation, accidents and larger scale  
incidents such as natural disasters or terrorist activity.   

 

The specially trained British Red Cross volunteers are on call to provide support to those      
involved, which can include: 

• immediate temporary shelter in the FESS vehicle, 

• assistance in seeking temporary accommodation, 

• sign-posting to other organisations, 

• support with the care of children and pets, 

• clothing/toiletries, 

• light refreshments, 

• use of a telephone and camera to assist with insurance claims. 

 

The FESS in Surrey, working in partnership with Surrey Fire and Rescue Service, are currently 
attending at least four callouts a week.   

 

The service is delivered by specially trained British Red Cross volunteers, who use an adapted 
vehicle to assist them in providing practical and emotional support at an emergency incident. 

 

For more information about the service contact John Drudge FESS - Surrey Coordinator on 
07739 285539, e-mail Jdrudge@redcross.org.uk or via www.redcross.org.uk/fess. 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
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Calling all green fingered Residents 

Enter now for Guildford in Bloom 2008 
 

Ever thought of entering your front garden or hanging baskets into a competition?  

 

Well now is your chance Guildford Borough Council is looking for entries for Guildford in 
Bloom 2008.   

 

Sponsored by Burns & Webber estate agents, the lucky winner will be invited to an awards 
ceremony in September and will receive gardening vouchers.  

 

Although Guildford in Bloom is not just about hanging baskets and flowers, it is also about 
wildlife gardening and looking after the environment too. Your garden does not have to be 
perfect as points are awarded for good colour, design, choice of plants, conservation and 
enthusiasm.   

 

The classes include: 

• Best allotment, 

• Best front garden, 

• Best garden for wildlife, 

• Best vegetable garden, 

• Best balcony; and 

• Best hanging basket/window box. 

 

There are also classes for Community, Commercial and Educational gardens. 

 

The closing date for all entry application is Friday 20th June 2008. 

 

You can pick up an entry form at the Ash Parish Council Offices on Ash Hill Road, or you 
can contact the Parks & Countryside Service on 01483 444715 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
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WALKING for the WEEKEND 
 

Enjoy walking?  Want to do something different? Fancy 
exploring the area on the Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire 
borders? Then prepare your walking boots and register to ‘Walk 
the Path’ on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th May. This 
weekend event, organised by the Blackwater Valley Countryside 
Partnership (BVCP) will cover 23 miles over the two days and is 
the perfect way to discover the contrasting scenery of the 
Blackwater Valley and to witness the river as it journeys 
downstream.  

 

This is the fourth year the BVCP have held the walk, which 
follows the River Blackwater from its source at Rowhill Nature Reserve in Aldershot right through to 
Swallowfield in Berkshire, where it joins the Rivers Whitewater and Loddon before eventually 
reaching the River Thames near Reading. 

 

Christine Reeves, Visitor Promotions Officer at the BVCP explains; “More and more people are 
walking for pleasure and this event will give them an opportunity to go on a walk with like-minded 
people.  It is also an excellent way of seeing more of  this relatively undiscovered part of the country”   

 

Although the Blackwater Valley was once predominantly urban encroachment, the extraction of sand 
and gravel have changed its character considerably over the past 60 years and now almost 200 lakes 
and ponds of varying sizes exist within the valley. Today the Blackwater Valley Path runs the length 
of the river and passes many of these lakes and ponds as well as through woodland, flower-rich 
meadows, parkland and plenty of urban landscape. 

 

Christine continues “Most people tend to pass through the area in a car or on a train, but by walking 
the Blackwater Path they will get a totally different impression of the area and will see nature 
reserves, parks and open countryside” 

 

The overall pace of the walk will be easy rather than strenuous, starting 
from 10 am on both days with the route divided into two sections, covering 
about 13 miles (21 km) on day one and 10 miles (17 km) on day two. The 
path is relatively flat and participants can go at their own pace, although 
there will be walk leaders as well as back markers to ensure no one gets lost 
or left behind.  There will be check points along the route on both days and 
refreshments and toilets will be available.  Walkers can be reassured in the 
knowledge  that a minibus shuttle service will take them back to the day’s 
starting point. 

 

Everyone who wants to take part must register beforehand, paying £6 per 
person for one day, £10 per person for both days.  Full details about the walk 
can be obtained by writing to “Walk the Path 2008” (PM) Blackwater Valley Countryside 
Partnership, Ash Lock Cottage, Government Road, Aldershot, GU11 12PS, by ringing 01252 331353, 
e-mailing blackwater.valley@hants.gov.uk or by visiting www.blackwater-valley.org.uk. 

 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 

Walking alongside Tongham Pond 

A walk leader 
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LOCAL TAEKWON-DO STUDENTS SELECTED FOR 
THE ENGLAND SQUAD! 

Local Taekwon-Do group - 
LEARN TKD have had three of 
their students selected to       
represent England at the        
International Taekwon-Do   
Federation’s (ITF) Junior   Eu-
ropean Championships in Po-
land in May of this year. 

 

2nd Dan Black Belt Craig King 
(17 years old), will represent  
England in the under 63Kg    
Sparring, with 1st Dan Black 
Belts, Luke Warner (also 17 
years old) and Catherine     
Norcliffe (who is only 14 years 
old), both being picked to    
represent their country in the 
male and female “Forms” 
events.  

 

All three students train under the watchful eye of International ITF Instructor Mr Paul     
Adams, 4th Dan, and also help with teaching of junior grades at the Ash Centre classes.  

 

Mr Adams explained. “It was pretty obvious that the three of them showed potential as they 
have already picked up plenty of medals on the National Circuit. However, they have never 
attended Squad Sessions before, and were only sent along this time, just to rub shoulders 
with the countries best, and pick up some valuable experience. So to be picked is a fantastic 
result, and to have all three of them from the same class, really does put the Ash class on 
the map. They are all very excited about travelling to Poland for their first International 
event”.  

 

All three students are desperately trying to find some sponsors, to help cover the costs of 
travel to, and around Poland, as well as accommodation costs. Any local companies or      
individuals wishing to help out, or anyone just wanting more information about the classes 
held at Ash Centre, should call LEARN TKD on 0800 771 0315 or visit               www.learn
-tkd.com. 

From left to right: Craig King, Luke Warner and Catherine Norcliffe 

Ash Parish Council Offices 

The Ash Parish Council Offices in Ash Hill Road, Ash are open to personal callers on  
Mondays to Fridays (except for Bank Holidays) between 09:00 and 16:00 daily.  Outside of 
these hours please ring 01252 328287 and leave a message on the answerphone.  

Alternatively fax the office on 01252 319338 or e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk. or visit 
the council’s Website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk where you may find the answer to any 
questions. 

Any messages or e-mails will be responded to or actioned on the next working day. 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
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Recycling Sites 
 
 

Recycling in Ash Parish is handled by Guildford Borough Council. There is an 
extensive description on recycling on 
http://www.guildford.gov.uk/guildfordweb/environment/recycling webpage. The following are the 
recycling sites in Ash: 
 

Carrington Recreation Ground Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers, Magazines, Cans, Plastic 
 Lysons Avenue   Bottles, Textiles, Shoes, Liquid Food and Drink cartons. 
 

Coronation Gardens   Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers, Magazines, Cans, Plastic 
 Ash Hill Road   Bottles, Cardboard, Books, Textiles and Shoes. 
 

Ash Football Club   Green, Brown and Clear Glass 
Shawfield Road 

If you would like to place an article about a community event in a future issue of this 
newsletter or website, please contact: 

The Parish Office telephone: 01252 328287 or e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
 

Ash Parish Councillors 
  

Cllr Steven Evans   (01252) 317139  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Ann Graham          (01252) 329670  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall   (01252) 344929  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Douglas Richards  (01252) 658367  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Laurence Armes   (01252) 662956  (Ash Vale Ward)    Mrs Carole 
Olive    
Cllr Nigel Manning           (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Clerk of Ash Parish Council 
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley   (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road 
Cllr Mrs Annie Norgrove        (01252) 312885  (Ash Vale Ward)     Ash, Surrey, GU12 5DP  
Cllr Graham Hawes           (01252) 317763  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Telephone: 01252 328287  
Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett       (01252) 660913  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Fax: (01252) 319338 
Cllr Len Scott            (01252) 324941  (Ash Wharf Ward)    E-mail:  office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk  
Cllr Mrs Pat Scott           (01252) 314269  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Website: www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 

Police Neighbourhood Panel Meetings  

 

The dates of the Neighbourhood Panel meetings have 
been revised and will now take place at the Ash 
Centre on the following dates: 
 

 Tuesday May 6th, 2008 

 Tuesday July 1st, 2008 

 Tuesday September 9th, 2008 

 Tuesday November 18th, 2008 

For more information see www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
or www.surrey.police.uk. 

 

 
Contact Numbers 

 
0845 1252222 - Report a 

crime to Surrey Police 
0845 1252222 ext 3365 - Ash Police Station 
07772 222471 - Ash Vale PCSO Leanne Huddy 
07772 222447 - Ash Wharf PCSO Nicola Carr 
07772 222468 - Ash South PCSO Chris Bond 
 

Community Safety Wardens 
 

07901 513652 - Ash Wharf CSW Jo Packman 
07769 642053 - Ash South CSW Lesley Telford-  
Gillies 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Ash Parish Council Funday    Saturday, 5th July 2008 
 Remembrance Day Parade and Service  Sunday,  9th November 2008 
 Christmas Fantasia     Saturday, 6th December 2008 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
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ASH RECREATION GROUND 

ASH HILL ROAD, ASH 

 VEGETABLE,  FLOWER AND FRUIT SHOW 

FLOWER ARRANGING 

CRAFT AND BAKING COMPETITION 

STALLS AND GAMES 

CHILDREN’S RIDES 

ARENA DISPLAYS 

The annual Ash Fun Day gives an opportunity for all local groups and organisations to raise 
funds by running stalls and/or games.  Throughout the afternoon a variety of displays will 

take place in the central arena.  

 

Refreshments will be available, ranging from ice cream and burgers, to tea and cake and, of 
course, the beer tent. 

 

To book a stall, obtain an application form to enter exhibits in the vegetable, flower, fruit, 
flower arranging, craft or baking competition, or for further information please contact the 
Ash Centre on 01252 328287,  e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk or visit the Ash Parish 

Council website on www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk          

 

 

 

Do not forget to visit the Ash Parish Council website at www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 


