
Chairman’s Report   
 

Welcome to this edition of the Parish Newsletter.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to explain the Council’s position with regard to the recent budget.  We understand 
many people will now be experiencing difficulties as a result of the economic down 
turn and it was with that in mind when we set our current precept.  The increase in the 
parish rate for 2009 - 2010 equates to less than 3 pence a week for a Band D property.  
Quite good value when you consider the services, which the Council provides            
(4 recreation grounds, 10 play areas, the cemetery, over 600 residential lights,              
2 allotments, Victoria Hall and the Ash Centre, to name just a few.)  We have put a 
price freeze this year for users of the Ash Centre, in recognition that resident’s         
disposal income may be limited. 
 
If anyone is experiencing financial difficulties they can always contact the Ash      Cit-
izens Advice Bureau on 01252 315569 or email ashcab@cabnet.org.uk where Vicky 
Payne and her              wonderfully skilled team of volunteers will be happy to help. 

 
On a brighter note, may I draw your attention to the Ash Summer Fun Day, which will be held on Saturday 25th 
July 2009.  There are more details in this newsletter, but briefly, this is usually a great occasion where the       
community gets together.  There are many free attractions provided by the Parish Council and there are also       
opportunities to help raise money for charity and other local organisations while at the same time having FUN!  
Put the date in your diary and I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

Councillor Nigel Manning 
Chairman of Ash Parish Council 

STOP PRESS………. 
 
On June 4th this year there will be County Council and European Elections.  For these elections there are changes 
to some Polling Stations within Ash.  They are as follows: 
 
Residents who usually vote at Ash Manor Sports Centre, Manor Road, will now go to: 
The Benson Room, Japonica Court, Shawfield Road. 
 
Residents who usually vote at Ash Grange Primary School, Ash Church Road, will now go to: 
St. Mary’s Room, Holy Angels Church, Ash Church Road, (opposite Ash Grange School). 
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Ash Parish Council 
 
The Ash Parish Council Offices are located at 
the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash and are open 
to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.     
Monday to Friday.  If you cannot call in person 
please telephone the office on 01252 328287,   e
-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk, or visit the 
council website on www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk.   
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The University of the Third Age 
 

The U3A is the “University of the Third Age”. It is 
part of the Third Age Trust which was originally set 
up in France in 1978 and it was established in the 
UK in 1981.  The “First” age is childhood and     
dependence, the “Second” age is adulthood with all 
the responsibilities that brings; the “Third” age is 
when one retires, when the responsibilities diminish 
allowing more time for oneself.  One in four of the UK population are currently in the “third” age.   
 
The aims of U3A are to encourage older people who are no longer in full time employment, to help each 
other, to share their knowledge, skills, interests and experience. 
 
In September 2000, a group of like minded people set up the Ash U3A.  It has steadily grown with now 
over 250 members.  They are “retired” but not “retiring”.  Simply sitting back in their comfortable 
chairs watching television or just doing household chores is not for them.  They all have a positive      
outlook to help each other and to actively enjoy life after full-time employment. 

 
Ash U3A openly encourages people to help each other understand 
and appreciate the benefits that can be achieved, and the new    
horizons that may be discovered, by learning new skills,           
undertaking new activities and also by renewing their old skills 
and revisiting former activities.   
 
The large range of activities which are currently available cover a 
huge range and type of interest.  They include; 
 
Family History - Members help each other research their own 
families. 
 
Bridge - Regular weekly meetings are held to play at various lev-

els. 
 
Mah-Jong - 2 groups meet regularly. 
 
Walking - Walks for health, ambling and rambling are organised to suit member’s ability, ranging from 1 

to 2 miles on level ground or 5 to 10 miles in the surrounding countryside. 
 
Other activities include Music Appreciation, Gardening, Cycling, Painting, Scottish Dancing, Digital 
Photography, Creative writing and yoga;  there are 22 in total, with the expectation of more to following 
in coming months.   
 
To keep costs low, most groups are led by members. Similarly the groups meet in members’ homes or 
other locations within Ash. 
 
In addition to the group activities, the U3A meets regularly on the third Tuesday of the month at             
St. Peter’s Church Hall.  During these meetings guest speakers are invited along to talk on a variety of  
diverse subjects.  Recent talks have been on “More Than meets the Eye”, “Tibet - A Journey Across the 
Roof of the World” and “Bygones and Memorabilia Music”.  The talks are accompanied by presentations 
which are assisted by state of the art audio and visual equipment which was purchased with a grant       
secured from the National Lottery Fund. 
 
For more information visit the Ash U3A website on www.ashu3a.org.uk or contact membership secretary 
Eileen Cummings on 01252 334983 .  Current events are also posted on Ash Parish Council notice 
boards. 
 
 
 
 

A group of walkers enjoying a well earned relaxing 
drink following one of the U3A walks 
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What is the Surrey Community Foundation? 
 

It is an independent charitable trust established to raise the level of giving in Surrey. 
 
They are part of a national network of Community Foundations, one of the fastest 
growing philanthropic movements in the UK.  They make grants to community or 
voluntary groups or a charity helping people in Surrey. 

 
Already in Ash and Ash Vale, both the Snaky Lane Wildlife Group and Ash Museum have benefited from 
grants from the Surrey Community Foundation.  Recently in an attempt to distribute more money to local 
groups across Surrey the Foundation has relaxed some of the criteria for grant applications. 
 
For more information visit their website on www.surreycommunityfoundation.org.uk, email in-
fo@surreycommunityfoundation.org.uk, telephone 01483 409230 or write to Surrey Community     Foun-
dation, 1 Bishops Wharf, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 4RA.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the Ash Recreation Ground, Ash Hill Road, Ash 

 

Vegetable, Flower and Fruit Shows 

Stalls and Games 

Children’s Rides 

Arena Displays 

 
The annual Ash Fun Day is an opportunity for all local    
organisations and groups to raise funds by running stalls 
and other various attractions.  Throughout the afternoon a       
variety of displays will take place in the central arena. 

 
Activities in the Ash Centre will include vegetable, flower 
and fruit competitions. Why not give it a go this year and 

see whether your produce can be the best in the Parish of 
Ash.   
  
Refreshments will be available, ranging from ice cream 
and burgers, to tea and cake, and of course a beer tent.  
The Radio Frimley Park Outside Broadcast Unit will once 
again be on hand, during the day,           providing the mu-
sic and a running commentary of the days activities. 

 
To book a stall, obtain an application form to enter the 
vegetable, flower and fruit shows, or for further              
information please contact Ash Parish Council on 01252 
328287, e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk. For up to date 
information as the various attractions and activities are 
confirmed, please visit the Council website on 

Fun Day 2008 Stalls 

The Radio Frimley Park Outside Broadcast Van 
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Ash Parish Council Meetings 2009/10 
 
 

11 May 2009 Planning/Annual General Meeting/Council 

18 May 2009 Amenities 

26 May 2009 (Tuesday) Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

08 June 2009 Planning/Council 

15 June 2009 Amenities 

22 June 2009 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

13 July 2009 Planning/Council 

20 July 2009 Amenities 

27 July 2009 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

10 August 2009 Planning 

24 August 2009 (Tuesday) Planning 

    

14 September 2009 Planning/Council 

21 September 2009 Amenities 

28 September 2009 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

12 October 2009 Planning/Council 

19 October 2009 Amenities 

26 October 2009 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

09 November 2009 Planning/Council 

16 November 2009 Amenities 

23 November 2009 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

14 December 2009 Planning/Council 

21 December 2009 Amenities 

    

11 January 2010 Planning/Council 

18 January 2010 Amenities 

25 January 2010 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

08 February 2010 Planning/Council 

17 February 2010 Amenities 

24 February 2010 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

08 March 2010 Planning/Annual Parish Meeting/Council 

15 March 2010 Amenities 

22 March 2010 Planning/Finance and Administration 

    

12 April 2010 Planning/Council 

19 April 2010 Amenities 

26 April 2010 Planning/Finance and Administration 
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Surrey County Council Supporting Surrey in the Economic Downturn 
 

Surrey County Council has launched an on-line resource, Supporting      
Surrey, to help the county through the economic downturn.   
 
The pages include information on housing issues, budgeting, accessing ben-
efits, redundancy, how you can support your local community and much 
more.  The information will be updated frequently and the council will also 
be asking local people what information they would like to see on the site. 
 
Aimed at residents and local businesses this feature of the Council’s      
website has been designed to help families, individuals and businesses and 
can be found at www.surreycc.gov.uk/supportingsurrey.  

Surrey County Council offers Free Child Car Seat Checks 
 

Surrey County Council are offering free children’s car seat checks to 
motorists as part of its drive to help keep children safe. Council 
checks carried out in 2008 revealed that out of 242 seats checked 
52% were incorrectly fitted and therefore potentially unsafe. 
 
The checks are carried out by council officers who can also give     
advice on the latest car seat laws.  The  officers will visit play groups, 
nurseries and similar organisations to check car seats. To take         
advantage of this service please call the council’s contact centre on 03456 009 009. 
 
The checks make sure that the seats meet the legal standard of protecting a child from serious injury if 
the car is involved in a head on crash at about 30 mph.  They also determine if the seat is correctly fitted 
and whether they are too old or too small for a growing child. 

MAD Academy 
 

Looking for something to do with your up to 4 year olds, well why not try 
MAD Academy.  MAD Academy is devoted to encouraging children to have 
fun with music and dance. There are weekly classes for babies and toddlers. 
 
The sessions include the singing of lots of popular 
songs, and some funky new ones of their own     
making.  Dance and movement are key elements of 
every session. The Children are introduced to a wide 

range of musical styles and rhythms, instruments and stimulating props.  The 
ethos at MAD Academy is a relaxed and fun time for children and you! 
 
Sessions are held at the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash at the following times: 

Thursdays 9:45 am to 10:30 am - Walkers to 4 years 
Fridays 9:45 am to 10:30 am - Walkers to 2 years. 
Fridays 10:40 am to 11:25 am - 2 years to 4 years.   

 
Would you like to try a session for free?   For more information and al-
so to book a free session (mention the Ash Parish Newsletter) please    
contact Debs Newman on 01252 326413 or e-mail 
debs.newman@madacademy.com.  
FREE Sessions are subject to availability 
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It’s Good 
to Walk 

 
We all know walking is good for us, but too often we need an incentive to get out in the fresh air. The 

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) now has a number of such in-
centives. 
 
Blackwater Valley Circular Walks, is a full colour, 56 page book designed to       
introduce people to some of the stories, events, characters, history and wildlife of 
the area, whilst showing them many nature reserves, country parks, woodlands 
and meadows found in the area around the Valley.  All of the walks take in        
sections of the 23 mile long Blackwater Valley Path and they offer walkers plenty 
of different routes to choose from as well as walks of varying distances. 
 
However, if you wish to walk with other people, then you could join the        
Blackwater Valley Walkers Link, which is a quick, convenient and easy way of 
finding out about literally hundreds of different walks.  Members of the Walkers 
Link receive monthly details of walks taking place in the area. Annual            
membership costs £15 and as well as the monthly lists, members also receive four 

books produced by the BVCP: Blackwater Valley Circular 
Walks, Blackwater Valley Path, Blackwater Valley Butterflies 
and Blackwater Valley Dragonflies, a quarterly newsletter 
and a “Walk of the Month”.   
 
Christine Reeves of the BVCP says, “The Blackwater Valley 
is a great area to go walking because it offers such a wealth 
of different scenery, but it still remains relatively                 
undiscovered.  Our Circular Walks book is one way of       
discovering the area on your own.  If you like walking with 
other people the Walkers Link is a great one-stop                
information point for walks and walking groups in the area.  
It has only been running for a year and has proved highly   
successful.”  
 
Why not try “Walk the Path”  on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th May 2009.  “Walk the Path” covers the 
23 miles of the Blackwater Valley over the 2 days.  Day one covers 13 miles (21km), with day two         
covering 10 miles (17km).  There is a minibus shuttle service to return walkers back to the relevant starting 
point. The overall pace of the walk is easy rather than strenuous.  
 
Anyone wishing to “Walk the Path”  must register beforehand and full details can be obtained from the 
contact details listed below. 
 
For anyone uncertain where the Blackwater Valley is, it is found on the borders of Hampshire, Surrey and 
Berkshire, stretching from Farnham in the south, and covers Aldershot, Ash, Farnborough, Frimley,       
Camberley, Sandhurst, Yateley, Eversley and Finchampstead. The Valley forms a continuous green         
corridor of riverside habitats attracting a wide variety of wildlife and contains over 150 water bodies, from 
small ponds to large lakes.   
 
For more details about the books or the Walkers link contact the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership 
(MO9) Ash Lock Cottage, Government Road, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 2PS, visit          
www.blackwater-valley.org.uk, e-mail christine.reeves@hants.gov.uk or ring 01252 331353. 

Blackwater Valley Circular 
Walks Booklet 

Walking along the Canal beside Lakeside Park 
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Police Neighbourhood Panel Meetings  

The next Neighbourhood Panel meetings will take 
place at the Ash Centre on the following dates: 

 
Tuesday, May 12th 2009 
Tuesday, July 21st 2009 
Tuesday, September 8th 2009 
Tuesday, November 17th 2009 
 
 

For more information see www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
or www.surrey.police.uk. 

 

 

     Contact Numbers 
 

0845 1252222 - Report a crime to Surrey Police 
0845 1252222 ext 30103 - Ash Police Station 
07967 986769 - Ash Wharf NSO Paul West 
07772 222471 - Ash Vale PCSO Leanne Huddy 
07772 222447 - Ash Wharf PCSO Nicola Carr 
 

Community Safety Wardens 
 

07901 513652 - CSW Jo Packman 
07769 642053 - CSW Lesley Telford - Gillies 

Dates for your Diary 
Please remember to enter these dates in your diary (dates subject to final confirmation): 
  
 Parish Fun Day       Saturday, 25th July 2009 
 Remembrance Day Parade and Service Sunday,  8th November 2009 
 Christmas Fantasia      Saturday, 5th December 2009 

Recycling Sites 
 

Recycling in Ash Parish is handled by Guildford Borough Council. There is an extensive section on recycling 
on the following webpage: http://www.guildford.gov.uk/guildfordweb/environment/recycling.  
Recycling sites in Ash and Ash Vale are located at: 
 
Ash Football Club    Green, Brown and Clear Glass 
Shawfield Road 
Carrington Recreation Ground Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers,   
  
Lysons Avenue     Magazines, Cans, Plastic Bottles, Textiles, Shoes, Liquid Food and Drink  
        cartons. 
Coronation Gardens    Green, Brown, Clear Glass, Newspapers, Magazines, Cans, Plastic 
 Ash Hill Road     Bottles, Cardboard, Books, Textiles and Shoes. 
 

 

If you would like to place an article about a community event in a future issue of this 
newsletter or website, please contact The Parish Office by        tel-

ephone on: 01252 328287 or e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 
 

Ash Parish Councillors 
  
Cllr Steven Evans    (01252) 317139  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Ann Graham          (01252) 329670  (Ash South Ward) 
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall    (01252) 344929  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Douglas Richards   (01252) 658367  (Ash South Ward)     
Cllr Laurence Armes    (01252) 662956  (Ash Vale Ward)    Mrs Carole Olive    
Cllr Nigel Manning           (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Clerk of Ash Parish Council 
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley   (01252) 665999  (Ash Vale Ward)    Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road 
Cllr Mrs Annie Norgrove        (01252) 312885  (Ash Vale Ward)     Ash, Surrey, GU12 5DP  
Cllr Graham Hawes           (01252) 317763  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Telephone: 01252 328287  
Cllr Mrs Jayne Hewlett       (01252) 336418  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Fax: (01252) 319338 
Cllr Len Scott             (01252) 324941  (Ash Wharf Ward)    E-mail:  office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk  
Cllr Mrs Pat Scott           (01252) 314269  (Ash Wharf Ward)    Website: www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk 


