
 

Ash  Matters  
The Ash Parish Council Newsletter  

Issue  Two 2018  

 

The Friary  
Guildford  

Brass Band in  
Concert  

Saturday 17th November 2018   
The Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, 

Ash, Surrey 
6:30pm for 7:00pm 

Refreshments available. 
   Admission: by advance ticket Ã10.00 
         on the door Ã12.00 
                For tickets/more 

      information             
         telephone   

    01252 328287 

Sponsored by the Ash and Blackwater 
Valley Rotary Club 

With all proceeds going to 
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Chairmanôs Bit. 
 

Ash Parish Council would like to hear residents opinions in connection 
with the Parish Newsletter "Ash Matters". 
  
The Parish Newsletter was first published in 2003 when each issue was    
produced in black and white and consisted of just 4 pages. Since then, the 
number of pages has increased to 8 per issue and it is now produced in full 
colour. 
 
Each issue currently costs Ã1,857.00 to produce and this covers both the 
printing and delivery, by external contractors. The Council has been       
advised that delivery charges are set to increase again and this means to 
produce 4 issues a year it will cost up to Ã7,428.00 per year.  
 
At the beginning of the year, 
with this cost in mind, the 
Council took the decision to 
reduce the number of issues 
produced in 2018, from 4 
issues per year to just 2. 

  
In an attempt to keep costs down the Council is now considering 
other options with respect to the Newsletter, and would         
welcome your views and comments. For example, to produce a 
quarterly electronic version only, available via the Council's 
website (see below) would be significantly cheaper. 
 
The Council would now like to hear your views with respect to 
the production of the Parish Newsletter and really looks forward 
to hearing from you. Please either write to us at the Ash Centre, 
Ash Hill Road, Ash, Surrey, GU12 5DP or by e-mail to           
office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk clearly marking the subject as     
Parish Newsletter. 
  
Closing date for your submissions is 31st December 2018. 
 
Thank you 
Nigel Manning 
Chairman, Ash Parish Council. 

The very first edition from 2003 

mailto:office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk
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New Ash Road Bridge  
 
The Ash Road Bridge project will deliver a new link road and road bridge over the railway line at Ash Station 
for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, allowing the level crossing to be closed, removing a key pinch point on 
the road network. 
 
Network Rail as part of the project will build a new footbridge suitable for all users linking the platforms. This 
infrastructure scheme is essential to mitigate existing issues of a congestion pinch point and the rail barrier 
being down for a significant amount of time, plus mitigate the planned development proposed in Ash &     
Tongham in the Guildford Borough Council Submission Local Plan (Policy A29).  

Key benefits of the scheme include the removal of an existing traffic congestion hotspot delaying vehicles, 
pedestrians and cyclists and will provide an alternative route, encouraging traffic off rural roads to reduce rat 
running. The scheme facilitates the removal of a safety hazard posed by the present level crossing, categorised 
by Network Rail as a medium-high risk and will mitigate against further impacts of proposed additional      
passenger train services on the line in future (three times per hour off-peak).  
 
The scheme is supported by Network Rail, who have pledged Ã2.5m funding. Homes England have also 
awarded Ã10m from the Housing Infrastructure Fund. The design is currently being developed for a planning 
application to be submitted in 2019. Construction is planned to commence in 2020 and be complete in 2021. 
This is a Guildford Borough Council led scheme to deliver key infrastructure in Ash. 
 
A public update of the bridge project was given at the Ash Forum held on Wednesday 17th October at the Ash 
Centre.  Details of the presentation made by Guildford Borough Council officers are available on Guildford 
Borough Council website https://www.guildford.gov.uk/ashforum. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the project, please contact major.projects@guildford.gov.uk. 

Proposed Route of Ash Bridge 

Dates for your 2018 Diary 

Remembrance Day Service and Parade - Sunday 11th November 2018 
 

Friary Guildford Brass Band Concert - Saturday 17th November 2018 
 

Fantasia 2018 - Saturday 1st December 2018 

mailto:major.projects@guildford.gov.uk
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ASH in BLOOM Presentation Evening 2018 
 

This yearôs Ash in Bloom       
presentation evening took place on 
Wednesday 5th September at the 
Ash Centre.  This year the event 
was sponsored by Dover Garage, 
Ash Hill Road, Ash. The prizes of 
Garden Vouchers were kindly     
offered by Squires Gardens Centre 
at a discount price.  The certificates 
and prizes were presented by Alan 
Burrows from Dover Garage. 
 
Entrants either entered in their own right, were nominated by a third party or 
were a winner in Ash in Bloom 2017. 
 
Judging of Ash in Bloom 2018 took place in secret during July and was   

undertaken by Hazel Chant from the Ash Garden Club.  Hazel is also a judge for South and South East in 
Bloom.  Hazel was looking at a number of criteria, including; quality of plants, diversity of plants, good use of 
colour, sustainability, including evidence of using water butts, and also the overall impression of the entry. 
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ASH in BLOOM Presentation Evening 2018 
 
The presentation evening was compered by Chairman of the Council Cllr Nigel Manning and the evening was 
as usual split into 2 parts with the Village Fete Open Class winners receiving their certificates first and the Ash 
in Bloom winners receiving their certificates in the second part of the evening. 
 
The standard of entries again this year was very good with entries in the Best Kept Allotment, Tubs and        
Containers, Hanging Baskets, Garden Border and also Best Front Garden classes. There was also an award for 
the best overall entrant. 
 
Best Overall Entrant 
David and Anne Stewart 
 
Best Front Garden        Best Hanging Basket 
Gold - David and Anne Stewart      Silver - Ian and Mary Cooper 
Silver - Doreen Boxall        Silver - Josephine Titmuss     
Silver - Susan DuBaree        Silver - Doreen Boxall 
Silver - Henry Gregory        Silver - Margaret Haigh 
Silver - Glenn and Nicola Philpott      Silver - George Cottrell 
Silver - Jean Fowler        Silver - Darren Parsons 
Silver - John and Mary Dodd       Silver - Susan DuBaree 
Bronze - Martin Dunn and Pamela Gardner    Bronze - Brian Coutts 
Bronze - Gordon Haigh 
Bronze - Ian and Valerie Caie      Best Tub/Container 
           Silver - Stephen Wade 
Best Garden Border        Silver - Doreen Boxall 
Silver - Susan DuBaree        Silver - Brian Coutts 
           Silver - Margaret Haigh 
Best Kept Allotment        Silver - Susan DuBaree 
Silver - Robert Anderson       Silver - Elizabeth Ward 
           Bronze - Lynda Day 
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Remembrance Day Service and Parade 
 

The 2018 Ash 
Parish Council 
Remembrance 
Day Service and 
Parade will be 
held on Sunday 
11th November.  
The Parade will 
assemble at the 
Ash Centre and 
will leave for the 
War Memorial at 
10:30.  The Parade will include Parish Councillors, members of 
the armed forces, uniformed organisations and veterans, including 
members of U3A. 
 
The names of the fallen who are listed on the War Memorial and 
died between November 1917 and November 1918 will as in      
previous years be read out by pupils from Ash Manor School.   
 
Following the Service the congregation will parade back to the 
Ash Centre for a formal dismissal by the parade marshal.  Tea and 
coffee will then be available at the Ash Centre where everyone 

will be welcome.  For further details of the Parade and Service please visit the Council Website 
www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk. Or telephone 01252 328287. 

Christmas Fantasia 2018 
 

The 2018 Ash Parish Council Christmas      
Fantasia will be held on Saturday 1st             
December.  The event will open with the       
traditional Christmas Fair at the Ash Centre 
from 2:00pm until 6:00pm.  There will be a 
wide range of games, tombolaôs and gift stalls 
for those elusive Christmas presents.             
Refreshment will be available throughout the 
afternoon. 
 
From 4:30pm there will be community carol 
singing on Ash Wharf around the Christmas 
Tree, with the music being provided by the Ash 
Vale Ensemble.  Father Christmas will arrive at 
5:00pm and as well as handing out sweets to 
the children on his journey to the tree from his 
ñsleighò, he will following the traditional 
countdown, switch on the Christmas tree lights. 

 
After the light switching on ceremony, mulled wine and mince pies (once again provided by the Co-op on Ash 
Wharf), will be available at the Ash Centre. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Residents and business owners in the area around Ash Wharf and Wharf Road should be aware that there will 
be a road closure order in place on the length of Wharf Road between 4:15pm and approx. 5:30pm.  Pedestrian 
and emergency services access will be available at all times. 
 
For more information please visit www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk, e-mail office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk or telephone 
01252 328287. 

Ash Wharf - Fantasia 2017 
Picture: Neil Bidwell 


