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Introduction

• Summary of collisions

• Data on numbers of vehicles turning at the junction

• Possible junction safety improvement scheme

• Possible gap closure scheme



Summary of collisions

• Every time there is a collision resulting in injury that comes to the 

attention of the police, then they complete a national standard form 

that records the location and details

• This information is shared with the county council and plotted on 

computer mapping

• This is used to identify collision hotspots where there is a history of 

collisions

• We investigate to see if there is pattern we can address either 

through highway improvements or enforcement

• Summary information on personal injury collisions can be viewed via 

www.crashmap.co.uk



Summary of collisions



Summary of collisions

• There is a history of collisions in the vicinity of the junction of the A31 

Hogs Back with White Lane

• There were nine collisions in the last five years, with six of these 

involving vehicles using the gap to turn right into White Lane or to 

complete a u-turn

• Two of these resulted in serious injuries

• If there are expected to be greater numbers of vehicles making this 

manoeuvre in the future then there are likely to be more collisions 

with potentially catastrophic outcomes

• There could also be more collisions associated with longer queues 

on the right turn deceleration lane



Turning count

• A survey of the number of vehicles turning at the junction was 

undertaken just over one year ago on Thursday 25 January 2018 in 

dry sunny conditions
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Turning count

• There are about 450 vehicles turning right into White Lane in the 12 

hour period from 7am to 7pm

• There are fewer vehicles performing this manoeuvre in the peak 

hours – probably due to the difficulty in finding a gap in traffic 

travelling towards Guildford

• Anecdotally it is known that some local people choose not to use the 

gap in peak hours because it feels dangerous and takes too long to 

find a gap in traffic



Possible safety scheme 1

• Modest scheme to improve the sight lines and signing at the junction

• However this will not make it easier to find a gap in traffic travelling to 

Guildford





Possible safety scheme 2

• Close the gap so that no right turn or u-turns would be possible

• Traffic would have to travel past the gap closure underneath the A31 

and back past the Hogs Back Hotel to turn left into White Lane (2.2 

miles long taking 5 minutes), or via The Street in Tongham, 

depending upon where they want to go













Example at junction of A31 Hogs 

Back with East Flexford Lane

Before

After



Summary

• There is a history of collisions associated with vehicles using the gap

• There could be more if there is more traffic using the gap in the 

future

• A modest improvement scheme could consist of improving sight lines 

and signing, but this will not make it easier to find a gap in traffic 

travelling to Guildford

• A more substantial scheme could be to close the gap. Traffic would 

have to take alternative routes either back past the Hogs Back Hotel, 

or via The Street in Tongham

• We could seek funding or requirement to implement these schemes 

as a condition of planning consent for any large housing 

developments that could increase traffic using the gap



Thank you

duncan.knox@surreycc.gov.uk

Road Safety & Active Travel Team
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