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Chairman’s Roundup by Derek Monds
Welcome
More than 30 new
members have joined
Ash U3A since our AGM.
A very warm welcome to
you all. We hope you will
check out all that we
have to offer and join in
as many groups that

interest you .
Our current membership now totals 338.

Looking back over the past
months, thanks to Alan
Hayes, we had an excellent
representation at the
11 November Remembrance
Day Service. There was huge
turnout of local people
watching the service, which
gives some idea of the
strength of the Ash Vale U3A Group and our
community.

Also, there is a proposal to set up a Photo
Appreciation Group and the Social History
Group is holding a meeting in March to see if it can
be restarted; (see page two for both of these).
On the down side, our Members on Their Own
Group (MOTO) have decided to close due to lack of
members.
Penny Thomsett is now Group Leader of the Quiz
Team.
Gill Withers, Helen Day & Val Fuller are the joint
Leaders of the Healthy Walking Group.
As many of you will know, Jane Morgan has left us.
Jane is a former Chairman and Leader of a number
of groups. Last year she was winner of The Mayor
of Guildford’s Award for Voluntary Service 2018.
She reflects on her time in Ash U3A on page 3.
Ash U3A Website

Our web master,
Graham Smith has given
considerable thought to
improving our site . He
has introduced a system
that makes it easier to
find our way round, and
A new reading group— Book Worms—has been
formed. This will meet once a month on a Thursday. added pictures—and
colour!
What was Enjoying Gardening has been re-formed
Our web administrator,
as Garden Visits. The emphasis of the Group will
be very much on visiting public gardens “or popping Jim Forsyth has been
taking this forward and has introduced a news
round to a member’s garden for tea and a chat.”
roundup page and a questions and answers section.
Chris Moss is setting up a second Crafty Crafters
Group. She is looking The website is an important way of keeping in touch
for more members, so with those of you on-line, and ensuring you are kept
up to date on developments. If you have any
please look at the
advertisement on page comments on the new site, and can suggest
additions or improvements please contact Jim.
2. Chris, if you
remember, was the
Thank you
designer and maker of
the banner for the
I’d like to thank all those who lead or help lead
November Remembrance Service.
groups or carry out some of the other less visible
tasks which are needed to make the Ash U3A the
More good news. Graham Smith has set up a
success that it is. THANK YOU.
further Tai Chi Group. This is meeting every
Tuesday.
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Just before Christmas our Social Craft Group
donated some sixty items of knitwear to the
Salvation Army to keep homeless people warm.
Wonderful gesture. You can read about this on
page 4.

New Groups
Photo Appreciation Discussion
Group

.

We are looking to start a new group
viewing and discussing members’
photos, with a view to self improvement.
If you are interested, please contact
Sally Barnard for details—01252 326074
Groups@ashu3a.org.uk

New Crafty Crafters Group
to be formed
Interested?,
Crafty Crafters meet monthly and
although only going for about 18
months is very popular.
We like to cover a wide range of
different activities learning from
each other. Amongst others we
have felted, quilted, beaded, sewn
and made cards.
As the group is now full, I would like to start a second one
meeting every third Thursday. If you would like to join
contact Chris Moss 01252 312759
remtongham@yahoo.co.uk

Social History Group
Restarting?
We will be holding a meeting in
March to restart this group.
Interested? Then please join us.
Contact Sally Barnard for details—
01252 326074
Groups@ashu3a.org.uk

Groups Looking for
New Members

plucked out of thin air.
If anyone does have 'writers’ block' there are a few
methods at our disposal which can offer suggestions for
subject matter. Imagination can often just flow with a little
help of a subject title or 'first line'.
Contributions read in one meeting may be as short as
limerick or a poem or a piece of prose of up to 2000
words.
Contact Marion Churchley 01252 343227
smart54toy@yahoo.co.uk

Music Appreciation
Join us. We mostly listen to classical
music, which is chosen and presented
by one of the Group. However some
members are happy to listen and enjoy
the choice of others.
We always have time for a cup of tea
and biscuits and enjoy a chat with
each other.
We are always very pleased to welcome new members
to our group.
We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in term
time at St. Peter’s Centre. There is a small charge each
term to cover the cost of hiring the hall.
Members are invited to bring along music of their choice
with a holiday theme and maybe talk about it or the
reason for the choice.
Contact— Pam Jarmain– 01252 325762
pamela.jamain1@btopenworld.com

Singing for Pleasure
Group
If you are interested in singing or can
play an instrument ,and enjoy anything
from Sea Shanties to Soul, Scottish, or
Irish to Welsh folk, Country and
Western to Ballads, join us.
You choose the music—we all join in.
We meet fortnightly on Wednesdays at Tongham.
Contact - Ian Thornton-Bryar - 01252 444375

Art & Paint for All
Writing for Pleasure
Writing for pleasure is always our aim.
We all enjoy the freedom to write in a way
that comes naturally to us and gives us
pleasure. We are not aggressive in our
constructive reviews of members work.
Our aim is to listen and hopefully by our comments boost
the confidence of the contributor to keep writing.

We are a small group of
approximately 7-8 people who get
together and do our own thing
using pastels, watercolour, oils,
acrylics, collage, graphite and/or
colour pencils, whatever takes
your fancy!
So if in the past, you have enjoyed painting or drawing in any
medium and want to take it up again or if you are currently painting or drawing and need a bit of help to learn more
and improve, then please consider joining this very friendly group that share their love of ‘Art for All’.

The contributions vary at every meeting, poetry and
prose, fact and fiction. Through listening to each others
contributions it often gives members the confidence to try Contact— Iona Leith-MacGregor - 01252 790959
a different genre of writing. Writing can be based on a
2msiona.leith-macgregor@virgin.net
person's personal experiences or something completely

Memorable times include our attempts to start a belly
dancing class. We had received an offer from a tutor to
set one up but only half a dozen people signed up, all
men, and we were never quite convinced of their motives.
I also remember attending a monthly meeting on a wet
winter’s day while on crutches and having to hop across
Jane Morgan, a former chairman of Ash the vicar’s lawn because the car park at St Peter’s was
U3A and one of its most active members closed. I nearly missed the talk as it took so long!
retired at the end of last year to spend
Greatest memories
more time with her family.
I think the greatest memories, though, will come from the
Here she looks back on 13 years of
annual Social History outings. We had the best times
change—and fun.
visiting places like Chatham
Dockyard and Newhaven
The beginning
Fort, Greenwich and Alton
Back in the spring of 2005 I was becoming very tired of
(both in torrential rain),
commuting and feeling sad that we hardly knew the
riding the old bus and train
village we had moved into three years earlier. So, when
at Amberley Museum,
the opportunity rose to take early retirement I grabbed it. I
exploring the beautiful
took a year out to decide what to do next, which turned
Mickleham Priory; and who
out to be a mix of a part-time retirement job, some
can forget the Polish coach
volunteering and investigating the local U3A. The job, as
driver who took us on a tour
an exam invigilator, kept me in school and when I
of central London on the
finished that in the autumn of 2018 it meant that I had
way to the Geffrye
spent twenty three years in different schools in various
Museum?
roles. The volunteering finished and, I think it would be
But what I will miss most is
fair to say that the U3A then took over my life.
the people. Glyn and I have
Early years
made so many wonderful
I initially joined the Rambling Group, the Book Circle and friends by joining the U3a
here. We lived five minutes’
the Family History Group, all of which I enjoyed. Soon
walk from the Co-op and it could take me an hour and
after that, I began Creative Writing, which I still love.
half to go out for a pint of milk depending on who I met on
Since then I have at various times been part of Healthy
Walking, History of Art, Tai Chi, Table Tennis and Social the way!
Craft.
I hope that playing a bigger part in the lives of our
four (nearly five) grandchildren will compensate. We
Management
are off for a really big adventure and are looking
In the course of a ramble one morning in 2006, John
forward to it. But we will be back to visit and if
Burgess, then Chairman, asked me if I would be
anyone is passing Peterborough on their way north
interested in joining the Committee. I agreed and a year
they will always be welcome to call in for a cup of tea.
later became Secretary.
Jane was Winner of The Mayor of Guildford’s Award.
In the spring of 2008 I took over the fledgling Social
History group which I then ran until December 2018.
Sadly the group has now closed as no-one felt able to
take it over.

Our Members...
Jane Morgan

Odd-Ode

Also in 2008, I became a Trustee of Ash U3A and I took
on the role of Chairman at the 2009 AGM serving until
2012.
In 2010, it was decided to start a Science and
Technology Group and I took on the leadership of this
group. It flourished and in due course was taken over by
John Childs under whose guidance it still thrives. In 2013
I formalised the group of members who had been
attending local quiz nights into a Quiz Group. The Group
is now going strong and we field teams for many local
events. I am glad that Penny Thomsett has taken over
this group so it will continue.

A decrepit old snail
Who's home was so frail
That rain drops created large
holes
Bought a caste iron shell
But it gave him hell
It was haunted by six Dover
Soles

Ash U3A as we know it
During my time on the Committee, many of the regular
features of Ash U3A were put in place, such as the fees
structure, the new members meetings and the group
leaders’ meetings and I am particularly proud of the
regular newsletter which I started. We had some
interesting times while I was Chairman, all of which were
resolved with the support of a fantastic team of
Committee members

Roger Frost
Writing for Pleasure Group
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Monthly Meetings
by Judith Hill

Around the Groups
Helping Homeless People

Forthcoming Events

by Doreen Seddon
Leader, Social Craft Group
For a number of years now we have been producing a
range of knitwear to keep homeless people warm.

All Meetings are at 2.30pm,
St. Peter’s Centre

This year a range of hats, scarves, gloves and blankets
were donated to the Salvation Army’s Willow House
Lifehouse for Homeless People in Reading. The
Lifehouse provides shelter and warmth for Reading’s
most vulnerable people in the coldest of periods.

19 March

Members of the group work very hard to produce these
items but they are rewarded by knowing they are
providing some comfort to those who most need it.

Iceland Adventure
by Anne Chance

Doreen donating the
work of Group
Members to Stewart
Madden, Territorial
Envoy of the
Salvation Army

16 April
Italy under the
Nazis in WW2
by Sergio Andreanelli

Our members meet
every two weeks to
enjoy a craft session
and a cup of tea.
Most members knit or
sew but we would
welcome any craft
and are keen to learn
new techniques. We
also hold occasional
demonstrations.

21 May

A sample of the
range of craft
items the Group
produces.

William the Conqueror A Justified Invader?
by James Dickenson
18 June
A Conspiracy History of
the World
by Andy Thomas
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The Light Box
by Barbara Wright
Leader,
History of Art
and Architecture Group

for them.
Our team had two of the 11 tables. Our smaller team
came 8th with a very creditable 141 but our other team
came a brilliant 3rd, so congratulations must go to them.
Every table scored well over the 50% mark, with the lowest score being 119 and the highest 181.
If you wish to join us at any of our future events listed on
our quiz activity page, please email me on
Penelope.thomsett@ntlworld.com

The History of Art & Architecture Group started 2019
with a visit to The Lightbox in Woking, an arts centre that
is now a regular feature of our programme.

Book Review

Though quite small, this is a regional gallery that
punches well above its weight in terms of quality of
exhibitions and we agreed that we are very lucky to
have it on our doorstep.

Leader, Book Circle

On this visit, we saw a surprising Impressionist
exhibition - surprising because almost half of the exhibits
were sculptures. We had an excellent guided tour by
one of the Lightbox volunteers who gave us some
background and explained how Degas particularly had
been influenced by the new art of photography.
My favourite piece was a powerful sculpture by Galou,

Impressionism: The Art of Life © The Lightbox.
whom I'd never heard of, whilst others enjoyed
Pissarro's thoughtful portrait of his wife sewing, Signac's
Landscape on the Seine and domestic scenes by Degas
and Vuillard. After spending quite a lot of time in the
exhibition, we enjoyed browsing in the shop and
refreshments in the Centre's cafe before returning to
Ash.

By Penny Thomsett
Leader, Quiz Team

by David Murray

Each month the members of the Book Circle select
a book, which they all read, discuss and then give
marks out of 10. This is their most recent read.

A Man Called Ove
by Fredrik Backman
Are you a grumpy old man, or do you know one? If
so, then this book will strike a chord. Ove is a sad
and lonely old man; his wife has died after many
years in a wheelchair, and he has been forced into
early retirement from the job he loved. He has
suffered many misfortunes in his life and wants to
end it all. He doesn’t really like his fellow man, and
gets cross when someone parks badly, leaves litter
around or puts his bike in the wrong place. What he
is good at is making things and fixing things. To him
the only car worth having is a Volvo, and only idiots
drive non-Swedish cars.
His life changes when a new family move in next
door, mum, dad and two kids. In Ove’s view they
are noisy and careless. The dad injures himself
falling off a ladder, and Ove has to help him fix
various things in the house, and take him and the
family to hospital appointments. This is all done at
the behest of the mum, a feisty and heavily
pregnant Iranian. She is the hero of the book, who
brings Ove out of his shell and re-integrates him
into society.
The book is well written, translated from Swedish,
humorous and thought-provoking. At the Book
Circle meeting in October, everyone liked it and
described it as witty, emotional, charming,
observational and bittersweet.

Our marks out of 10 - 2 members gave 9
- 2 gave 8

At 7.30p.m. on the 18th January 11 of our quizzers sat
down to an evening of fun, joining about 50 others from
Ash and around. The quiz was held at Victoria Halls
hosted by David Brown, and in aid of The Ash CAB. The
60 odd people there helped raise a very healthy £430.00 5

- 3 gave 7

Why Hitler Lost the War?

ASH AQUEDUCT

by Roger Frost

By John Childs
Group Leader, Science and Technology Group

Writing for Pleasure Group
The following story is a true, and I hope, inspiring and
amusing one.

Whilst many of us are aware of
the Basingstoke Canal and the
Blackwater River flowing in our
The Paris - Colmar is a walking race,
vicinity, few know that the A331
an extremely long, arduous walking
highway which by-passes Ash
race, which starts in Paris and
has one of its most defining
finishes, by way of the Vosges
features—an Aqueduct. From
Mountains, at Colmar in Alsace, near
the
road
the
Aqueduct
appears
as just another bridge,
the Swiss/German border. Its 310 mile
along
with
various
road
bridges,
footbridges and railway
route has to be completed in no more
bridges
on
the
9
mile
route
from
the A31 to the M3. The
than 3 days (72 hours).
Aqueduct both carries the canal and passes over the
river at this point. The A331 is more accurately known as
Each walker is usually supported by two teams of 4
volunteers in a campervan, who work a rota of 8 hours on the Blackwater Valley Relief Road and at this point it
8 hours off for the duration of the event. The campervans marks a boundary between Hampshire and Surrey.
have large stereo speakers attached to their fronts so
Whilst we might say bridges are ‘two a penny’, Aqueducts
that loud music can be played to aid the walker in his or
are something else. Generally believed to have been a
her efforts, for the event is open to both sexes. The
Roman development, Aqueducts were constructed
volunteers have to be able to drive, often at 5 miles an
throughout their Empire, to bring water from distant
hour behind the walker, navigate the route, cook, and
sources into cities and towns. This required monumental
prepare isotonic drinks and most important of all, pace
engineering feats to design, transport and assemble the
the competitor often for 30 miles at a time. An exhausted parts, mainly from rock and stone. Our own Aqueduct is
support crew is one that makes mistakes, so one of the 4 much less imposing, but nevertheless an impressive
is usually resting. The off- duty crew have to sleep, refuel, engineering achievement. In practical terms it merely
restock the van, and get to the rendezvous point in their 8 maintains the uninterrupted course of the Basingstoke
hour rest period ready to take over again.
Canal.
In the case of the Basingstoke Canal the water course
which feeds it was not entirely natural, but was
pre-designed, its need having been established toward
the end of the 1700s as a way of stimulating agricultural
development in Hampshire. Thus was born the canal as
The Russians, one of whom spoke passable English, told
we know it or more accurately as it is now, it having
us that they were going to walk together for the duration
evolved over hundreds of years. The canal was never a
of the event as they had only managed to get the one
commercial success and fell into disuse even before the
vehicle. We wished them good luck but secretly feared
construction of the original London and South Western
the worst.
Railway, an obvious competitor for its business. The
canal’s failure was partly due to it not connecting with the
One wit commented that if they wanted music the van
south coast, water replenishment being a constant
driver could open the window and whistle.
problem.
One year two young, fit looking Russian men entered the
race, supported by a third Russian in a battered old
Soviet-built van.

Originally in private ownership and suffering from lack of
investment and attention leading to virtual dereliction,
action was clearly needed and Hampshire and Surrey
County Councils jointly agreed eventually to buy the
canal. It was in restoration over a period of many years
from the late 1960s, and not without many setbacks, by a
dedicated private organisation now known as The
Basingstoke Canal Society, which had been formed
earlier by enthusiasts to mastermind reclaiming the canal
from its dereliction, a very substantial if not insuperable
task.

On the morning of the third day we saw the van had
careered off the road into a field and come to rest over a
drainage ditch. We thought that the inevitable had
happened, he had fallen asleep at the wheel and
crashed. With some trepidation we got our first aid kit
and raced over to see if we could help. The driver was
okay, he greeted us cheerfully (in Russian).
We could then see that he, having had a mechanical
problem, had borrowed two planks from a farmer, had
driven over the ditch and was busy under the van just
finishing making the necessary repairs.

In planning the modern Aqueduct it was decided that a
central body should manage the entire waterway. This
The two Russian walkers both finished the race inside the enabled a thorny problem to be more easily managed,
allotted time, accompanied by their battered old van and namely that the county boundary line fell exactly where
its ingenious driver.
the water course (Basingstoke Canal) was intended to
bi-sect the proposed road (A331), thus, who was to be
We were all lost in admiration for their collective heroics
responsible (which Council), and who would foot the
and as one of our crew, an ex-para, put it—it was no
bills? The engagement of the BCA assisted in unravelling
wonder that Hitler lost the war.
these matters.
A number of designs for the canal to cross the road were
considered. These included taking the canal over the
road, either by constructing a water bridge which would

.
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In Memorium

necessarily be tall, or lowering the canal with a stair-case
of locks with the road to run above, or constructing an
Aqueduct to cause the road to run underneath. It was
considered that the bridge would be unsightly in this
location given that it would probably be cable stayed
which would require high towers to be built for the
supporting cable arrays, visible from many local points. A
staircase of locks would require excessive land plus a
considerable increase in water flow, and would also
impede waterborne transportation. An Aqueduct however
maintained the existing line and water level and, apart
from the precision of design and the expense of
construction, posed few additional problems. This is not
intended to demean the very considerable technical
expertise expended.

We are sorry to announce that the following
members have passed away:
John Richards
Pam Stuart Jones
Barry Hart

Ash & District U3A Committee

The design of the Aqueduct was
devised and completed by Surrey
County Council, probably not an
everyday task for the engineers
concerned. It was constructed by a
national contractor and at the heart
of the structural design are two sets of four wire rope
cables which traverse the span, enclosed by the concrete
structure and therefore not visible, which take the
loadings generated by the considerable weight of
concrete and canal water. Some might recall that the
canal was severed for the duration of the build, with the
canal water either side being dammed. Spillways, weirs
and submerged water course blocking flaps were
incorporated as parts of the final design.

Chairman– Derek Monds—
Chair@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 337460
Secretary—Anne Everitt—
Secretary@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 342101
Treasurer—Brian Everitt—
Treasurer@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 342101
Membership Secretary—Gay Buckingham—
Membership@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 656210
Assistant Membership Secretary– Eileen
Monds—01252 337460

This is a mere snapshot of an engineering enterprise
which is ‘under our noses’ so to speak and which eases
our routine lives with little or no adverse environmental or
aesthetic impact. Considerable further information on all
aspects is readily available from the Internet. The canal
today is very much in evidence as a permanent and
beneficial local feature. It is sustained mainly because of
its leisure usage, but also because it is a designated
SSSI, hosting a large variety of unique water chemistry, a
range of aquatic plants and dragon and damsel flies.

Groups Coordinator—Sally Barnard Groups@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 326074
Venues and Bookings Secretary— Penelope
Thomsett—
penelope.thomsett@ntlworld.com
01252 655914
Speakers Secretary- Judy Hill—
Speakers@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 336819

It is thought only 3 major Aqueducts had been
constructed in the UK in the previous century so Ash is
somewhat privileged to have such a solution within its
boundaries. It is probable that just a very tiny proportion
of the motorists that pass under the Aqueduct each day,
which is from below merely a bridge, know that it is full of
water, not railway lines!

Publicity Officers—Barry and Linda Sutlieff—
Publicity@ashu3a.org.uk
01252 654727
Non Committee Support

Links

Equipment—Ron Jarmain
01252 325762

U3A National office

Refreshments—Pam Jarmain
01252 325762

www.u3a.org.uk

Web Administrator—Jim Forsyth
01252 342877

Surrey Networks
u3asites.org.uk/ surreyu3anetwork/home
Ash Parish Council

Ash & District U3A

office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk
Ash Wardens

www.ashu3a.org.uk

AAVTWardens@guildford. gov.uk

01252 656210

Ash Museum
ashmuseum.org.uk
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