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PEACE DAY CELEBRATIONS SATURDAY 19 JULY 1919  

THE HISTORY OF ASH, ASH VALE, ASH GREEN AND TONGHAM 

 

The Museum is Open 3rd Sunday each month 2 - 4.30pm and Entry is Free 

ASH MUSEUM 

 

Whilst fighting had ceased on the Western Front on 11 November 1918, the War only officially ended 

with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919.  To mark the end of World War One and the 

Conclusion of Peace, Saturday 19 July 1919 was declared a Bank Holiday in Britain. 

 

Hillary's Popular Stores, on the corner of Shawfield Road and Ash Hill Road, was elaborately decorated 

for the event.  A large sign on the side said "God save the King", "Long live the Alliance", "Lest we Forget" 

and "We Mourn for - but are Proud of - Our Lost Heroes".   A wreath was placed underneath.  In the 

windows were signs saying "Victory" and "Peace".   

Ash Museum, Cemetery Chapel, Ash Cemetery, Ash Church Road, Ash, Surrey GU12 6LX 

email: enquiries@ash.museum.org.uk www.ashmuseum.org.uk  www.facebook.com/ashmuseum 



 

PEACE DAY CELEBRATIONS SATURDAY 19 JULY 1919  

 

The Aldershot News 25 July 1919 described the local celebrations.   

 

1200 school children from Ash Common, Ash Street and Ash Vale schools assembled in the early 

afternoon at the bridge near Hillary’s Stores and marched to the ranges led by the local Boy Scouts Troop 

under scoutmaster Millard.  They formed a big square around the Union Jack flying from a flagstaff.  Mr 

Britten, chairman of the Ash Peace Celebrations Committee, made a speech, and then they sang the 

National Anthem and saluted the flag.   

 

The children then took part in races, including a three legged race, sack race, egg and spoon race, skipping 

race, bun and treacle race and relays.  Ash Common School beat Ash Vale Council School in the tug-of-

war by two pulls to one.  During the afternoon an orchestral band played, conducted by William Henry 

Bates, the organist at St Peter’s Church. 

 

The children and 140 elderly residents were then entertained to a tea which was greatly enjoyed by all.  

The military authorities helped with the decorations, and Ash Parish council minutes record that they 

loaned tents and tablecloths.   

 

The Peace Celebrations in Tongham, Seale and the Sands took the form of a treat for about 350 school 

children at Seale Recreation Ground.  The children from Tongham, Seale and the Sands gathered around a 

flagstaff flying the Union Jack and sang the National Anthem and some patriotic songs.  There was dancing 

and sports and Tongham beat Seale in the tug-of-war by two pulls to one.   

 

The children had tea in marquees, with the tables decorated with red, white and blue flowers sent by Dr 

Chester of Poyle Park. The Tongham Band played during the afternoon and for dancing in the evening.  At 

11 pm flares were lit on the Hog’s Back. 

 

Peace display at Walsh Memorial School July 1919.   



 

 

MUSEUM NEWS AND EVENTS 

A visit from our  

Finds Liaison Officer 

Visitors kept Simon Maslin very busy when he 

came to Ash Museum in May.  In this photo he is 

looking at the decorated bowl of a Victorian clay 

pipe dug up recently in Ash.   

 

If you find something, Simon is available at Surrey 

History Centre on Wednesdays by appointment.  

P l ea se  cont ac t  h im  by  ema i l  a t  

simon.maslin@surreycc.gov.uk 

 

Ash Village Fete 

Celebration of the  

Peace Day Centenary 
 

Saturday 20 July 2019 12 noon - 4pm 

 

The 2019 Ash Village Fete will be celebrating the 

centenary  of the Peace Day Celebrations. 

 

On display will be knitted and crocheted poppies, 

one for each of the 111 men and one woman 

remembered on Ash War Memorial.  The poppies 

are being handmade by local people, with the 

names embroidered by our local school children. 

 

There will also be 112 handmade paper poppies 

made by our school children and pinned on a map 

showing where each person or their family lived.   

 

Ash Museum will be staging a display about the 

Peace Day celebrations in 1919; and a display of 

photographs and family stories of six of the 

servicemen remembered on the Ash War 

Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events and attractions will include: 

 Various stalls - with games, tombola’s, 

raffles, gifts and much more; 

 Beer and Wine Tent run by the Ash and 

Blackwater Valley Rotary Club; 

 BBQ run by the Rushmoor Rotary Club; 

 The Sandhurst and District Drum Corps  

sponsored by Dover Garage; 

 Open Class Dog Show run by Chimney 

Farm International Dog Rescue and 

sponsored by Rivendell Vet Group; 

 Radio Frimley Park Outside Broadcast Unit; 

 Plate Smashing stall;  

 A roving balloon man; 

 Splats Circus Entertainment. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Sunday 22 September 2019 Ash Museum will be 

open 2 - 4.30pm for Heritage Open Days. 

 

Friday 22 November 2019 at 7.30pm Ash Museum 

AGM will take place at the Ash Centre. 

 

Saturday 30 November 2019 at 2pm Ash Museum 

will be at the Xmas Fantasia at the Ash Centre. 



 

 

THE MONGER FAMILY AND THE POTTERY INDUSTRY IN ASH  

George is described as a woodbroker in his will; 

but in 1585 the three brothers, John, George and 

Henry were all digging clay.  The Ash Manor court 

book recorded that: 

 

'It is ordered that John Monger Henry 

Monger and George Monger fill the very 

deep ditches or pits in Hanycklane which 

they were digging for clay - before the first 

day of March next, on penalty of 6s 8d each 

for failing'. 

 

Their father Thomas Monger had paid the Lords 

of the Manor 12d a year for a license to dig clay in 

the waste of the Lord called south lane in 1574, 

and licenses were paid to dig clay every year until 

1609. 

 

The property which became The Limes had been 

a house and land held by members of a family with 

the surname "Andrew alias atte Cleye" since the 

14th century. By 1492 it was held by members of 

the Monger family, who held it until their lease 

expired in 1607.  Clement Monger of Ash, 

potmaker, died in 1544, and his will records that 

his overseers were his brother John Monger of 

Guildford and John Monger of Ash, Potter.   

 

The Limes was on the site now occupied by Lime 

Crescent.  Potkiln House was on the corner of 

the present Grange Road and South Lane. 

This roof tile in the collection of Guildford 

Museum is from an old house which once stood 

opposite the Greyhound Inn in Ash.  The initials 

GM and the date 1603 are scratched into the 

surface.  It is a capping tile for a roof ridge and  

would have sat on the very top of the house. It 

was made when Border ware pottery manufacture 

was an important industry in Ash.  GM may be the 

initials of George Monger of Ash who died in 1614.   

 

These pieces of 

pottery from 

Ash Museum 

were found in 

Ash.  They date 

from the same 

period as the 

roof tile and are 

made using a 

similar clay and 

glaze.  These  pieces of pots  were damaged 

during manufacture and thrown away near the 

kilns. 
 

In 1603 John Monger of Ash was a potter who 

leased the property which was later called The 

Limes.  His brother Henry leased a cottage near 

The Limes which was later known as Potkiln 

House.  Their brother George Monger owned 

the copyhold cottage which is now the 

Greyhound pub, a cottage at Shawfield, and three 

meadows near The Limes and Potkiln House.  



 

 

Ash Street looking towards The Limes, [1920s].  (338/54) 

These pieces of pottery were all made 

in Ash from the attractive white firing 

clay which was available locally.  There 

were clay pits for white clay in 

Tongham and in Farnham Park.   

This pottery was made in Ash with 

white firing clay in the 14th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This pottery made in Ash with white 

firing clay in the 17th century.  

The rear of The Limes, taken in 1962 before  the house was 

demolished.  

Photo courtesy of Surrey History Centre (CC1101/3/6/114) 

Right: The recent 

exhibition at 

Guildford Museum, 

Photo courtesy of 

Guildford Museum.   

   

Exhibits included The Monger Family and the 

Pottery Industry in Ash.   

 

A selection of pieces of pottery like these,  

all found in Ash,  are on permanent display  

in Ash Museum.   



 

 

TONGHAM BOWLING CLUB AND THE GREEN  

Tongham Bowling Club in the late 1950s, taken outside the clubhouse.  Back row: Stan Mullins, Alf Bolton 

(Landlord of The Cricketers), Unidentified, Mr Hughes, Mr Goodall, Unidentified, Bert Wearing, Mr 

Timlin?  Middle Row: Unidentified, Mrs Boas, Mrs Dorrie Wearing, Mr Alden of Ash, George Hunt 

(Grocer), Mr Bywater, Unidentified, Unidentified, Unidentified, Colonel Howard Cole? with dog.  Front 

Row: Cyril Alden?, Tommy Farr?, Michael Chappell?, George Hunt Jnr, Mrs Boas's son.  (362/42) 

 

 

 

The bowling green 

is next to the 

Cricketers pub in 

Oxenden Road.  

  

This picture shows 

The Green and 

The Cricketers in 

the early 20th 

century.  (406/22) 

  

 


