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       Welcome 
 
I thought in this          
newsletter I would bring 
you up to date with some 
of background work of the 
Ash U3A committee over 
the past months.  
 

Constitution 

We learned last year that the ‘Third Age Trust’ had 
brought out a new model constitution which it       
recommended that all U3A’s reviewed and consider 
adopting. After review by a sub-committee and our 
trustees the committee will be recommending the 
adoption of a new constitution. Changes to          
constitutions have to come to the AGM so you will 
be hearing more from me on this in the coming 
months. 

Security of Information 

Another matter from the ‘Third Age Trust’ dealt with 
the keeping of member information in a secure  
manner; something that all organisations now have 
a legal obligation to do under ‘The General Data     
Protection Regulations’ that came into force last 
year.  

The committee have decided to keep all            
membership information in a programme specially 
written for the ‘Third Age Trust’ and U3A’s called 
‘Beacon’ and we have just begun transferring all  
information over to that.  

All Group Leaders will be hearing from Sally or me 
fairly soon with regard to their access to the         
information. This will mean group leaders will no 
longer need to store details about the group      
members on their own computers. The training and 
the setting up of all the information will take a few 
months but it is a big step in the right direction. By 
using this Beacon system it will help us comply with 
the data protection regulations and help the        
committee and groups with the administration     
necessary in running a U3A. 

New committee members needed 

Some of our committee have indicated that they will 
be stepping down from the committee as of the 
AGM in September . We will therefore be  looking 
for people to replace them. So if anyone is            
interested in joining the committee do have a word 

with me or any member of the committee and we 
will pass on all the necessary information. 

                           Good News 

As we approach the 20th anniversary of the              
formation of Ash U3A we now have over 360     
members—more than we have ever had before. 
Some 64 are new. We warmly welcome you. 
 
Our Groups Secretary, Sally Barnard, feels the 
time is ripe to see if we should, or can, set up new 
groups and her ideas are set out on page 2 
 
The Social History Group is now up and running 
again under new management  - Peter Barker, Anne 
Hill, Pam Jarmain, Len Scott, Pat Scott and Jill 
Townshend. You can read more on page 2 
 

Work in Progress 
 
Chris Moss is still looking to set up a second Crafty 
Crafters Group. She is seeking  more members, so 
please look at the advertisement on page 2. Chris, if 
you remember, was the designer and maker of the 
banner for the  November Remembrance Service. 
 
The Writing for Pleasure Group—being renamed 
Creative Writing—has gone into retirement owing 
to lack of members. Roger Moss, is looking to     
restart the group in September, and if you are       
interested please contact him. You can see a    
sample of Roger’s work on page 3 
 

Events 
 
Bringing People Together is a key theme of Ash 
U3A , and although we may not always realise it, in 
so doing we are playing a  a very central role in our            
community. That is why we think it important to    
support local events. For example, we will again be    
taking a stand at the  Ash Vale Fete, which this 
year we will be adopting a red white and blue       
emphasis to commemorate the ending of the First 
World War (see page 6)                                                                        
 
Also we will again be forming part of the November  
Remembrance Day Service on Ash Hill. 
 

Finally, as an example of public spiritness—
Doreen Seddens  is organising a charity Cake 
Sale and   Coffee Morning  for Surrey Sight and 
Surrey Air Ambulance (see page 6 for details). 
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A Message from Groups Secretary                    
Sally Barnard 

 

We have about 30 groups currently and are hugely 
grateful to the Leaders/Co-ordinators of them, some 
of whom have been leading for many years and   
others who have joined more recently. 

With our membership now at 360+ (the highest    
ever) the time has come to encourage, and above 
all support, newer members to take on the role of 
Leaders. 

My recent emails to you all have suggested new 
groups that members would like: 

Walking Netball 
Walking Football 
Computer Support 
Cookery 
A Foreign Language 
Photography 

Following on from the email I will now add: 

Psychology 
Gardening 
Short Tennis 
Theatre Visits 
Pilates 
Specifically French, German, Italian and 

Spanish 
Short Mat Bowls 

 

PLEASE COULD YOU LEAD ONE OF THESE 
GROUPS? (either on your own or as part of a team) 
OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO CAN? 

Some of you must be able to offer a language at 
a basic level?  

Or show people how to prepare meals if they’re 
suddenly in the situation where they have 
to? 

Or share your gardening endeavours with      
others? 

Someone must enjoy going to the theatre. Why 
not take other people, who perhaps don’t 
drive, with you? 

I will investigate some of the sports that have 
been suggested. I’m particularly interested in 
Walking Netball and would help to run it. 
Surely the rules can’t be too different from 
the game a lot of us played as youngsters! 

 

OUR ORGANISATION IS ABOUT SELF HELP.  

PLEASE CAN YOU DO THAT? 

Contact—Sally Barnard  01252 326074 

groups@ashu3a.org.uk 

 

Social History Group 
.WE ARE BACK 

 
The Social History Group is 
now up and running again under 
new management! In             
alphabetical order: Peter     
Barker, Anne Hill, Pam Jarmain, 
Len Scott, Pat Scott and Jill 
Townshend. 
 
Our first meeting on the 9th May 

was about May Day and we were very pleased to 
welcome 30 members.  Peter showed a selection of 
videos, relating to Anne’s  research of how May Day 
was celebrated in several area of the country. 
 
We had two very interesting subjects organised for 
June (13th) “Roll out the Barrel” - the lost heritage of 
our inns. For July (11th) “Motoring Memories”. 
 
Jill organises tea/coffee with a selection of biscuits, 
and refreshments are now FREE! 
 
The subscription for the term is £3.00 to cover the 
cost of hiring the Victoria Hall. 
 
We meet in the small hall at Victoria Hall at 2.00 pm 
on the second Thursday of the month and our next 
meeting will be on Thursday, 11 July.  We look    
forward to welcoming back our members and would, 
of course be very pleased to welcome new        
members as well. 
 
We are now busy preparing a programme for the 
Autumn Term commencing on the 12th September. 
 
Contact  - Anne Hill. Tel:01252 687423                                
coednanda@ntlworld.com  

New  

Crafty Crafters Group to be 
formed 

Interested?,  
Crafty Crafters meet monthly and  
although only going for about 18 
months is very popular. 
We like to cover a wide range of  
different activities learning from 
each other.  Amongst others we 
have felted, quilted, beaded, sewn 
and made cards. 
 

As the group is now full, I would like to start a      
second one meeting every third Thursday.  

If you would like to join contact Chris Moss         
01252 312759                                                    
remtongham@yahoo.co.uk    

Starting New Groups 

mailto:groups@ashu3a.org.uk
mailto:coednanda@ntlworld.com
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.Creative Writing  
(formerly Writing for 

Pleasure) 
We are looking to restart this group. 

Writing for pleasure will be our aim.  

We all enjoy the  freedom to write in a way that comes 
naturally to us and gives us pleasure. We will not be a  
aggressive in our constructive reviews of members work. 
 
Our aim will be to listen and hopefully, by our comments, 
boost the confidence of the  contributor to keep writing.  
 
The contributions will vary at every meeting -poetry and 
prose, fact and fiction. Through listening to each others 
contributions it often gives members the confidence to try 
a different genre of writing. Writing can be based on a 
person's personal experiences or something completely 
plucked out of thin air.  
 
If anyone does have 'writers’ block' there are a few     
methods at our disposal which can offer suggestions for 
subject matter. Imagination can often just flow with a little 
help of a subject title or 'first line'. 
 
Contact: Roger Moss 01252 312759          
remtongham@yahoo.co.uk       

 

Music Appreciation 
Join us. We mostly listen to classical 
music, which is  chosen and presented by 
one of the Group.   However some   
members are happy to listen and enjoy 
the choice of others.  

We always have time for a cup of tea and 
biscuits and enjoy a chat with each other. 

We are always very pleased to  welcome new members 
to our group.  

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in term 
time at St. Peter’s  Centre. There is a small charge each 
term to cover the cost of hiring the hall. 

Members are invited to bring along music of their choice 
with a holiday theme and maybe talk about it or the    
reason for the choice.  

Contact— Pam Jarmain– 01252 325762                                      
pamela.jamain1@btopenworld.com  

 

Singing for Pleasure 
Group 

If you are interested in singing or can play 
an instrument ,and enjoy anything from 
Sea Shanties to Soul, Scottish, or Irish to 
Welsh folk, Country and  Western to    
Ballads, join us. You choose the music—

we all join in. 

We meet fortnightly on Wednesdays at Tongham.                                                   
Contact - Ian Thornton-Bryar  - 01252 444375  

Creative Writing 
As an example of the type of work future members of the 
Creative Writing Group might aspire to, Group Leader, 
Roger Moss has submitted the following. 

(This might equally be a Lament for some of us in Ash 
U3A). 

 

 

     

 

              

Groups Looking for  

New  Members 

From  Roger Moss’s  
anthology “The         
Cannibal’s Cookery 
Book” 
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Forthcoming Events 
All Meetings are at 2.30pm,                          

St. Peter’s Centre 

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings  

by Judith Hill 

 

 

 

 

 16 July 

The Role of the Town    
  Crier     

 by Jonathan James 

17 September 

Guildford Cathedral  

By Janet Matthews 

The history of theCathedral and 

its surroundings        

 15 October 
“What the Butler 

saw…” 
by Dr Bob France 

19 November 
Walking the Camino de 

Santiago 
by Tess Burrows 

Book Review  

by David Murray    

Leader, Book Circle      

 

Each month the members of the Book Circle select a 
book, which they all read, discuss and then give 
marks out of 10. This is their most recent read. 

    Annie Dunne by Sebastian Barr 

This book is set in a hamlet in rural Wicklow, 
south of Dublin, in 1959. Annie Dunne, a 58 year 
old spinster, has moved in with her 60 year old 
cousin Sarah on her smallholding.       

Sarah is losing her sight so is glad of the help, 
and Annie is grateful to have somewhere to stay 
as her closer relations wouldn’t  accommodate 
her.  The two spinsters live a hand-to-mouth  
existence, dependant on the produce of their two 
cows and a few chickens, which they trade for 
rabbits, jobs around the farm, and occasionally 
cash. 

Annie is unhappy about her life; she was born 
with a deformity of her back which ruled out any 
chance of marriage, and her family lost income 
and status with Irish independence. A nephew 
leaves his two children with them for the        
summer, a boisterous 4 year boy and a  quiet 
and sly 6 year old girl. The children provide both 
company and trouble. 

There is little in the way of plot, but the author 
uses minor incidents to illuminate the difficult 
lives of the two women, and the state of rural life 
in Ireland at that time. Living conditions were 
primitive, with no electricity, mains water or 
drainage, and the days were filled with chores 
just to keep living. One member of our group 
had to double check that the author was a man, 
as he seemed to be able to portray the workings 
of the female mind so well. 

      

Verdict 

Most members of the 
group scored the book 
8 or 9, but a couple of  
lower scores brought 
the average down to 
7.8.                     

Old minds are like old horses; 
you must exercise them if you 
wish to keep them in working 

order. John Adams 
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Poems to celebrate Summer were composed by 
this Group a year or two ago. The style and      
content of the poems shows how diverse     

composing poems can be. Sadly Judith and 
Joan are no longer with us; Judith moved away 
a while ago and Joan has died. We, the group,   

remember them both with great affection and we 
shan’t forget the contribution they made to     

Poetry for Pleasure. Irene and Anne are still with 
us, with six other members, and the group     

continues to flourish. We might be small but 
we’re very strong!  

 

Summer Gardening 
O the joys of gardening now that summer has come. 
I wouldn’t miss it for the world, it is such jolly fun! 
The greenfly on the roses, the black fly on the 
beans, 
The backache pulling up the weeds as on my spade 
I leans! 
 
But joys there are a-plenty as my tools I throw 
aside, 
And relax in my old garden chair, refreshments by 
my side. 
What joy to revel in the sun with sunhat, shades and 
book, 
And listen happily to the birds, excuse me - was that 
a rook! 
 
But I am not alone as I dose beneath the sun, 
Below my enemies are plotting to render my work 
undone. 
As our shining star goes westward, the pesky 
hordes appear, 
Battalion after battalion advance, O where is my 
slug trap, beer? 
 
Is this the curse from Adam’s time which gardeners 
must suffer? 
To struggle against nature – could it be much  
tougher? 
But the prize of overcoming is a garden full of      
colour; 
How perverse would we be if we wanted something 
duller! 
 
So welcome Summer, sun, spade, secateurs and 
trowel. 
Welcome sunburn, backache and pests most foul. 
We’ll relish the long bright hours of warmth and toil, 
And give thanks for the miracle of life springing from 
the soil. 
 
Oh the joys of gardening now that summer as come. 
I wouldn’t miss it for the world – it really is such fun! 
Irene Cummings 

Summer 
Softly summer assaults me; 
Under a clear and azure sky 
Murmuring bees lull my senses; 
Myriad shadows shimmer, then fly. 
Every day is a riot of colours and greens, 
Remember this wonder – too soon it will die. 
Anne Hill 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Summertime 
The street lamp’s vigil is gradually unfurled 
And a softer light succeeds its winter office; 
Bringing a glow to the pyracantha – 
And blackbirds usher in the dawn. 
Each day unfolds another colour, 
Or new shade of leaf; each rash shade 
Unearths new sights and scents and sounds. 
The July flowering of Rosa Compassion, 
With its perfect form, which I cannot 
Resist plucking. Poppies tower far centre stage 
And I wonder how to follow such success 
On the paths of my daily round. 
Blessed summer adorns my home again. 
Judith Marshall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Summer Day at Brighton 
Rain, Rain, Rain, 
Pattering down the window pane; 
Rain fairies with steady beat 
Dance on rainbows in the street. 
 
Swirling mist, racing clouds, 
Majestic sea of grey. 
 
Happy children, contented children 
Playing marbles in the hall. 
 
Tomorrow we’ll go for another walk. 
Tomorrow is another day! 
Joan Price 

Summer poems by         
Poetry for Pleasure Group 

Group Leader—Anne Hill.   01252 687423                             
coednanda@ntlwprld.com 
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 For Your Diary 

Organiser—Doreen Sedden. Social Craft 
Group Leader—01252 325850 

Saturday 20 July 
 

Ash Village Fete,  
Celebration of the Peace 

Day Centenary 
 

Ash Recreation Ground 
12 noon—4pm 

 
Come and visit our stand 

 

 
Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 29 August 

2pm Registration 

3pm AGM 

Refreshments 

Ash U3A    

Bringing people together 

 

 and 

Fundraising event for - 

Cake Sale and  
Coffee Morning 

from 10 am  
Saturday  29 June  

Oakdene                  
Beeton’s Avenuue 

Ash Vale 

U3A National office 

www.u3a.org.uk 

Surrey Networks 

u3asites.org.uk/ surreyu3anetwork/home 

Ash Parish Council 

office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk  

Ash Wardens 

AAVTWardens@guildford. gov.uk  

Ash Museum 

ashmuseum.org.uk 

Links 

Ash U3A Committee 

Chairman– Derek Monds—                          
Chair@ashu3a.org.uk                                         

01252 337460 

Secretary—Anne Everitt—
Secretary@ashu3a.org.uk                                 
01252 342101  

Treasurer—Brian Everitt—                               
Treasurer@ashu3a.org.uk                                              
01252 342101  

Membership Secretary—Gay Buckingham—           
Membership@ashu3a.org.uk                      
01252 656210  

Groups Coordinator—Sally Barnard -
Groups@ashu3a.org.uk                       
01252 326074  

Venues and Bookings Secretary— Penelope 
Thomsett—                                                         
penelope.thomsett@ntlworld.com                           
01252 655914  

Speakers Secretary-  Judy Hill—                 
Speakers@ashu3a.org.uk                                            
01252 336819  

Publicity Officers—Barry and Linda Sutlieff— 
Publicity@ashu3a.org.uk                                    
01252 654727  

Non Committee Support 

Equipment—Ron Jarmain                                       
01252 325762                                                     

Refreshments—Pam Jarmain                                                     
01252 325762                                                    

Web Administrator—Jim Forsyth                          
01252 342877                                                       

            Ash U3A                                                       
                      
    www.ashu3a.org.uk                       
         
          01252 656210   

 
    Registered Charity No. 1091390  

mailto:office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk
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Ash U3A Activity List 
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