Agenda ltem 9

Date: 22 October 2019

First Draft Budget 2020/2021

Executive Summary

Members are asked to consider the first draft Council budget for 2020/2021 and make any
recommendations or amendments as required.

Recommendation to Amenities, Finance & Administration Committee (28 October 19)

That Members consider the first draft of the 2020/2021 Council budget set out in Annex
A and make any recommendations or amendments as required.

1. Purpose of Report

1.1 Members are asked to consider the first draft budget for 2020/2021. A second
version will be presented to the 25 November AFA Committee and a third version to
the 9 December Council meeting before it is formally adopted by the Council at the
Council meeting on 13 January 2020.

2. Background

2.1 Ash Parish Council is required to set a budget each year that sets out the expenditure
and income proposed for the following three years. An early draft budget for 2020/21
is set out in Annex A. Future year’s budgets will follow a similar pattern subject to
changes and amendments at that time.

2.2 In late November 2019, Guildford Borough Council is expected to write to the Clerk
to confirm the Local Council Tax Support Scheme (LCTSS) Grant and the Council
Tax Base (the estimated number of Band D equivalent properties in the Parish). The
Borough Council will also confirm whether it has awarded Ash Parish Council £20,500
towards its four concurrent function grant projects for 2020/2021. These figures are
currently assumed in the draft budget. Guildford Borough Council require the final
precept figure to be submitted to them by mid January 2019 and this will be done
following the 14 January 2020 Council meeting.

2.3 For the current year a revised budget format was approved, that simplified the
number of cost centres and account codes and reduced the number of journal
transfers required. The actual budget for 2018/19 therefore has a number of cost
centres and account codes that have not been used in 2019/20 and will not appear
in future. Itis further recommended that Cost Centre 307 (Parks) is merged into Cost
Centre 301 (Central Services).

3. Options
3.1 Members may decide to:

a) Agree the Clerk’s recommendation; or
b)  Agree a different set of budget figures.




4.1

4.2

4.3

5.1

6.1

Financial Implications
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This report discusses the draft budget for Ash Parish Council for 1 April 2020 to 31
March 2021 and therefore has significant financial implications for the Council.

The significant changes between this year and next year’s budget are as follows:

Cost Centre | Change Old Budget | New Budget
and Account
Code
4014-201 New rate increase from 3.33p £6,500 £20,000
Street Lighting | to 13.26p pkwh so significant
Electricity increase in budget needed.
4038-301 Additional CCTV cameras £8,173 £20,000
4039-301 has increased monthly
CCTV Airtime | Maintenance Contract Fee.
Licences and | Merge Air time Licences into
Maintenance | fee.
Contract
4017-306 New refuse collection for £0 £600
Harpers Scout Hut

Some changes have nil impact on the budget as follows:

Cost Centre
and
Account Code

Description

Change

Accounts

4042-101 Grass Cutting at the Cemetery | Budget of £8,000 moved
from 4042-307.
1096-309 Interest from CCLA and Bank Budget of £15,000 moved

from 1096-401.

Implications on Crime and Disorder

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (Section 17) requires a parish council to consider
the crime and disorder implications of any decision. There are no direct crime and
disorder implications to this report.

Implications on Biodiversity

The Natural Environment and Communications Act 2006 (Section 40) requires parish
councils to consider the impact any decisions will have on biodiversity. There are no
direct biodiversity implications to this report.

Background Papers

None.



8.

Appendices
Annex A
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