Meeting of the Council

Minutes

Monday 13 July 2020

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council virtual meeting of the Parish Council held on
Monday 13 July 2020 which commenced at 7:00pm
Chairman of the Council:
Vice Chairman

✓ Present

Cllr Nigel Manning
Cllr John Tonks
Cllr Graham Eyre
Cllr Andrew Gomm
Cllr Helen Gorham
Cllr Tony Gorham
Cllr Nigel Kearse
Cllr Mrs Marsha Moseley
Cllr Mrs Jo Randall
Cllr Ed Schofield
Cllr Martin Burgess
x Not Present

✓
✓
✓
✓
A
A
✓
✓
✓
✓
A
A Apology for Absence

Part I – Public Session

26.

To accept Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 1)

There were apologies from Cllr Martin Burgess, Cllr Tony Gorham and Cllr Mrs Helen Gorham.
27.

To receive Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 2)

The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during June
2020 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted.
Cllr Ed Schofield declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 13 of the agenda for this meeting. The
company he works for sponsors Ash Football Club next to where the notice board is due to be
installed.
28.

Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 3)

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8 June 2020, copies of which have
been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman
of the Council.
29.

Chairman’s Announcements. (agenda item 4)

• All matters that were raised by the public at the last meeting of the Council have been reported
to the relevant authority
• The Chairman announced that a vacancy had arisen on Ash Parish Council due to the resignation of Councillor Paul Spooner. The notice of the vacancy of a Parish Councillor was advertised as required in law. However, Guildford Borough Council had not received a call for an
election to be held to fill the vacancy. The Parish Council therefore would be advertising for
someone to apply to be a co-opted member of Ash Parish Council on the Parish web site and
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the Councils notice boards. Anybody wishing to apply would be asked to provide a CV and
answer some questions. The decision would be made in September 2020
• Remembrance Day this year would be held on 8 November 2020 social distancing permitting.
• Ash Virtually in Bloom started today full details of the competition are on the Ash PC web site.
30.

Adjournment. (agenda item 5)

Any member of the public wishing to join the meeting should click the following link;
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetupjoin/19%3ab7e5f9a2b84f45e39de9207f813e9319%40thread.tacv2/1594114758430?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22655dc6d2-cc35-4837-90128b3f621f8869%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ff61eba0-a235-4698-a7226810bb69d87b%22%7d
Full details on how to access the meeting are available on the Parish Council website;
https://www.ashpcsurrey.gov.uk/public-access-to-virtual-meetings-during-covid-19-pandemic/
Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of 25 minutes to enable a
public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A).
31.

Reports of Committees. (agenda item 6)

The following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated were received, considered
and the recommendations therein were adopted:
Planning
Planning
32.

8 June 2020
22 June 2020

Minute Number
Minute Number

9 to 16
17 to 26

Monthly Payments List. (agenda item 7)

Members received and approved the monthly payments list giving details of the June 2020
expenditure as attached at Agenda Appendix B.

33.

Monthly Accounts 2019/20. (agenda item 8)

To consider and agree the Council’s accounts as at accounts for March, April and May 2020.
Resolved upon consideration that this be agreed.

34.

Bank Reconciliation. (agenda item 9)

To consider and agree the bank reconciliations for March, April and May.
Resolved upon consideration that this be agreed.
35.

Internal Audit Report 2019/2020 Final Update. (agenda item 10)

Members to consider the Internal Audit Report Final Update for 2019/2020 and the Clerk’s response to the recommendations raised.
Resolved upon consideration that this be agreed.
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/2020. (agenda item 11)

Members to consider and agree the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year
ending 31 March 2020:
i)
ii)
iii)

Section 1: Annual Governance Statement 2019/2020
Section 2: Accounting Statements 2019/2020
The Annual Internal Audit Report 2019/2020

Resolved upon consideration that this be agreed.

37.

Close Brothers Business Fixed term deposit. (agenda item 12)

Members to consider and agree a report by Dennis Wheeler the Acting Clerk to the Council
whether to continue investing with the Close Brothers or have the investment repaid and seek an
alternative investment house.
Resolved upon consideration to continue to invest with The Close Brothers for a further
year. Delegated powers were given to the Chairman and the Acting Parish Clerk to invest
up to 80% of the balance in the Nationwide Bank account to be invested with the CCLA in
an appropriate investment account.
38.

New notice board for Shawfield Recreation Ground. (agenda item 13)

Members to consider a report by Dennis Wheeler the Acting Clerk to the Council, whether to supply and install a new notice board at Shawfield Recreation Ground adjacent to Playground. Subject
to planning permission.
Resolved upon consideration it was agreed to purchase a new notice board for Shawfield
Recreation Ground from Greenbarns Ltd

39.

Grants of Exclusive Rights in Respect of Burials. (agenda item 14)

Resolved upon consideration to issue a grant in respect of these burials.
Deed No.
1627
1628
1629
1630
1631
1632

40.

Deed Applicant
Caroline Kimberley
Nelson Marney
Nelson Marney
Nelson Marney
Nelson Marney
Kathy Jones

Grave Space
K 646
K 694
K 693
K 692
K 691
K 695

Correspondence. (agenda item 15)
There was no correspondence
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41. Next Meeting. (agenda item 16)
The date of the next meeting is Monday 14 September 2020 at 7:00pm or following the
close of the Planning Committee if this is later.
The meeting closed at 7:38 pm

Chairman: __________________________

Date: ______________________________
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AGENDA APPENDIX A

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

DATE OF MEETING

MEMBER

MINUTE REF
& PAGE NO.

TYPE AND NATURE OF
INTEREST

PLANNING
None.
8 June 2020

PLANNING

None

22 June 2020
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MINUTE APPENDIX A

PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT

The following items were raised by members of the public:-

1. A question was asked about the Notice for Vacancy for a Parish Councillor and why
it was not on the Parish website and only on one notice board.
The chairman replied that the Notice of Parish Council vacancy was advertised on the
principle Notice Board outside Ash Parish Council offices for the statutory 14 days. Guildford Borough Council also advertised the vacancy, as is required under the legislation, on
their own website. The vacancy was not put on the Ash Parish Council website as the
officer, who is the administrator, was ‘shielding’. There is no requirement for the vacancy
to be advertised by the Parish Council in such a way.
2. A question was asked about the co-option of councillor when this was going to
take place and should this be advertised sooner rather than later. The Member of
the Pubic also enquired why she could not be co-opted straight way now, as an independent.
The Chairman reiterated that following on from the fact that no election was called after
the advertisement of the vacancy, a co-optee was sought from those who had expressed
an interest in standing prior to the May 2019 elections. This was unsuccessful.
Ash Parish Council will advertise to the wider Ash community for someone who may wish
to put themselves forward to become an Ash Parish Councillor. This advert will be posted
by the end of next week with a 5 week response period ending 29th August 2020. Applicants will be required to complete a short CV and answer a few questions. The decision
on who to Co-opt will be taken by all Ash Parish Councillors in September.
The chairman said that Ash Parish Councillors are elected under a political banner and
since 2003 the entire Ash Parish Council has been elected as Conservatives. There is no
reason why the elected Councillors should not wish someone with the same values to be
part of the Council. However, any members of the public wishing to apply would be considered fairly.
3. The council was told that members of the Ash Vale community were making Face
Masks for the community.
The Chairman thanked those involved for their hard work.
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