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                                        London & Southern Counties Regional Champions 2015 - 2021 
Finalists, National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain 2013 – 2021 

Audience Entertainment Award, Brass in Concert 2019 & 2021 
Most Entertaining Band, Butlin’s Mineworkers Contest 2015, 2017 & 2019 

British Open Senior Trophy Champions 2014 
First Section National Champions of Great Britain 2010 

 

FRIARY DIARY – ISSUE 85 – APRIL 2022 
 

Welcome to Friary Diary issue 85 - a monthly round-up of news about the Friary Brass Band. 
 
 

BEST OF BROADWAY CONCERT:  It was billed as 
‘The Best of Broadway’ and the audience 
certainly had their money’s worth of show tunes 
in an epic concert at a packed GLive on 26th 
March, with Friary accompanying the Guildford 
based Vivace Chorus under their conductor 
Jeremy Backhouse. 
 

Friary opened the concert appropriately with 
‘Strike up the Band’, before MD Chris King 
handed the baton to Jeremy for medleys from 
‘Mary Poppins’ and ‘Carousel’.  It was then time 
to showcase the Band again.  Richard Straker provided the musical fireworks with a dazzling cornet solo of 
‘Defying Gravity’ followed by Chris Straker’s mellow euphonium sounds, every bit as rich and velvety as Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate, in ‘Pure Imagination’.  The first half concluded with a joint selection from the much-loved ‘Les 
Misérables’. 
 

After the interval, a joint medley from ‘Oklahoma’ saw the second half off to a rip-roaring start.  Lauren Straker 
on flugelhorn then entranced the audience with a wonderfully evocative performance of the late Stephen 
Sondheim’s ‘Send in the Clowns’ before the Band completely changed the tempo again with the high energy 
number ‘Comedy Tonight’.  A further change of mood was provided by both ensembles with a selection of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s best-loved songs: no musicals-themed concert would be complete without them.  Whilst the choir 
took a breather, Friary played ‘I Wanna Dance with Somebody’ – now something of an anthem for the Band – 
before both ensembles moved to the finale, featuring favourites from ‘West Side Story’.  
 

It was a tour-de-force for both groups, but especially for the Friary players.  Vivace Musical Director Jeremy 
Backhouse was full of praise.  Thanking Friary MD Chris King, he wrote: ‘Just a quick email to thank you and the 
band for their amazing contribution to the success of the concert on Saturday.  They were really flying and 
everyone I have spoken to since the show has been full of praise and admiration for their playing.  I am so grateful 
to you and them for joining us in what turned out to be a really fantastic night!  Their stamina was immense and 
I just loved sharing the platform with them - they are a joy to work with …’  Jeremy is very keen to arrange another 
joint concert, though it may well be a couple of years away. 
 

SEBASTIAN’S ACTION TRUST:  Friary became involved with this Crowthorne-based charity last year when I noticed 
a request in our local paper for music videos for their ‘Christmas in July’ party.  The Band had just completed the 
first ‘lockdown video’ and this went down well at the event.  The Trust kindly invited me to a reception for all their 
supporters last month.  The Charity provides support for seriously ill and disabled children and their families, and 
I was immensely impressed by the quality and breadth of care they give.  This also extends to bereavement 
counselling for as long as it is needed.  For further information, please visit www.sebastiansactiontrust.org 
 

BRITISH OPEN SPRING FESTIVAL:  Preparations are in the final stages for this coming weekend’s major contest 
at Blackpool’s Winter Garden, where Friary joins 19 other bands competing in the Grand Shield.  The top two 
bands will qualify for the British Open … whilst the bottom four will drop to the Senior Cup next year.  Peter 
Graham’s ‘Dynasty’ is the test piece.  More details in the next issue. 
 

RANKING NEWS:  Rankings have been updated in April following the regional championships, and not altogether 
surprisingly, Friary has been overtaken - but has only slipped three places to 22nd in the world.  For full ranking 
details, please go to https://www.4barsrest.com/rankings/ 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  
 

2022    

Sat 7th May British Open Spring Festival Grand Shield Winter Garden, Blackpool All day 

Sat 3rd Sep Joint prom concert with Rock Choir Godalming bandstand TBA 

Sat 17th Sep Prom concert Ash Centre, Ash 4.00pm TBC 

Sun 30th Oct Afternoon concert The Hawth, Crawley 3.00pm 

Sun 13th Nov Remembrance Sunday parade High Street, Guildford TBA 

Sat 19th Nov Brass in Concert The Sage, Gateshead All day 

Sun 4th Dec Carol concert Hog’s Back Brewery, Tongham 3.00pm 

Sat 17th Dec  Carolling The Meadows, Camberley 11.00am 

Sat 24th Dec Carolling Hog’s Back Brewery, Tongham 11.00am 

2023    

Sun 29th Jan Afternoon concert Victoria Hall, Hartley Wintney PM 
 
 

 
For further information, please contact Tim Straker, Public Relations Officer, Friary Brass Band 

 e-mail:  publicity@friarybrassband.com or visit www.friarybrassband.com  

Follow us on Facebook   Instagram and Twitter   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friary Brass Band is a registered charity no. 1137290 


