Meeting of the Council

Minutes

Monday 13 June 2022

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash
on Monday 13 June 2022 which commenced at 6:30pm
Chairman of the Council:

✓ Present

Cllr John Tonks
Cllr Andrew Gomm
Cllr Helen Gorham
Cllr Tony Gorham
Cllr Nigel Kearse
Cllr Marsha Moseley
Cllr Jo Randall
Cllr Martin Burgess
Cllr Bill Cole
Cllr Carla Morson
Cllr Pat Scott
Cllr Nigel Manning

x Not Present

✓
A
A
A
✓
A
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
A

A Apology for Absence

Cllr John Tonks acted as chairman for the meeting in the absence of Cllr Nigel Manning.

Part I – Public Session
20.

Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 1)
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nigel Manning, Cllr Marsha Moseley, Cllr
Andrew Gomm, Cllr Helen Gorham and Cllr Tony Gorham.

21.

Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 2)
There were no declarations of interest for this meeting.

22.

Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 3)
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 9 May 2022 copies of
which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record, and will be
signed by the Chairman of the Council.

23.

To receive Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 4)
The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during
April 2022 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted. There were no disclosures of
interest declared for this meeting.

24.

Chairman’s Announcements. (agenda item 5)
APC car park consultation remains open, and all comments must be received by 26th June
2022.
APC Fun Day is on 9 July 2022, it will have Live Music, Magic Show, Punch Judy Show,
Dance by DB Academy Performing Arts, Dog Show, stalls, food, and refreshments.
Please can as many councillors and residents’ as possible attend this event.
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APC Ash in Bloom competition is open and closes 8 July 2022.
Guildford Museum is collecting photographs of its residents Jubilee celebrations. Any
photographs sent in will be added to Guildford Museum’s archive and a record kept of
how the borough celebrated the Queens 70 years of service. For further details visit our
website or HeritageServices@guildford.gov.uk.
Surrey County Council is asking residents to suggest locations for EV charging points
through an online map. There are already over 400 suggestions from residents, but more
are needed to ensure there is full coverage of the county as not all locations suggested
will be suitable. For further details visit https://surreyev.commonplace.is
St Peter’s Church will be holding a Summer Fayre on Saturday 25 June 2022.
25.

Reports of Committees. (agenda item 6)
The following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated were received,
considered and the recommendations therein were adopted:
Planning
AFA

26.

May 23
May 23

2022
2022

Minute Number
Minute Number

91 to 99
114 to 123

Monthly Payments List. (agenda item 7)
Members received and approved the monthly payments list giving details of the April 2022
expenditure as attached at Agenda Appendix B.

27.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/2022. (agenda item 8)
Members received and approved the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for
the year ending 31 March 2022.
i)
ii)

Section 1: Annual Governance Statement 2021/2022
Section 2: Accounting Statements 2021/2022

Members noted that the final Internal Audit will not be undertaken until 23 June 2022 and
would be reported at the next meeting on 11 July 2022.
28.

Instruction Brief To Barristers. (agenda item 9)
Members agreed to combining the instruction brief provided by the Clerk with the
amended versions by Cllr Carla Morson, Cllr Pat Scott and Cllr Jo Randall.
The Clerk will produce the final version for all councillors to approve within 24 hours.

29.

Correspondence. (agenda item 10)
There was no correspondence to report.

30.

Next Meeting. (agenda item 11)
The next meeting is on Monday 11 July 2022 at 18:30.
The meeting closed at 19:30 pm.

Chairman: __________________________

Date: ________________
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AGENDA APPENDIX A

ASH PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
May 2022

DATE OF MEETING

PLANNING

MEMBER

MINUTE REF
& PAGE NO.

TYPE AND NATURE OF
INTEREST

None.

23 May 2022

AMENITIES,
FINANCE
AND
ADMINISTRATION

None.

23 May 2022
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AGENDA APPENDIX B
Payments List
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MINUTE APPENDIX A
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT.
Please close the curtains at the back of the room in front of the mirrors.
The curtains where closed.
As Surrey CC are holding a consultation on EV charging points and parking is at a
premium in Ash, has APC considered installing any points anywhere?
The Chairman confirmed that APC have already identified a location for a point and were just
waiting for a final quote to be supplied.
Why did Cllr Nigel Manning think the opinion from the monitoring office was just a
personal opinion?
The Chairman confirmed that he couldn’t answer that question on behalf of Cllr Nigel Manning.
Cllr Jo Randall confirmed that the monitoring officer can only give an opinion to APC is it is an
entity in its own right and not a principal authority.
Can Cllr Nigel Manning respond to this question upon his return?
The Chairman confirmed he would ask Cllr Nigel Manning to respond.
Cllr Manning referred to a verbal telephone call he had with NALC in April. Can APC not
now email NALC for an opinion and their response be made public?
The Chairman confirmed that yes APC could ask for a formal opinion and if they did this then the
response would be made public by way of correspondence in a meeting.
How can residents be kept up to date with what is happening on this matter?
The Chairman confirmed that residents are kept up to date by having items on meeting agendas
and the minutes of the meetings which are all published for everyone to see.
Can the wording of the brief to the barristers be made public?
The Chairman confirmed that the residents present would hear the outcome during the meeting
and that once the quotes had been received there would be another item on an agenda at a
future meeting.
Concerned about the time frame for this process as if it gets to November then the public
will not have the opportunity to have an election to replace the councillors. Can a deadline
be set for responses to be received from barristers?
The Chairman confirmed that the council are looking to conclude this matter without delay. The
wording of the brief will be agreed tonight and yes, a deadline can be set for the responses to be
received from barristers.
Just for the record I’m amused and disgusted that the council are proceeding with the
process of obtaining quotes from barristers. History has shown that if a councillor doesn’t
attend at least one public meeting within a six-month period they were disqualified.
Why can’t the council just put signs up in their car park like the Co-Op?
The deputy clerk confirmed that as the car park is a public space the council does not have the
same powers as a business. This is why we have the consultation and will then review the
response before getting quotes from a private company manage the service.
The streetlamp in Church path closest to Old School Close and the iron bridge has the
front panel to the electrics missing.
The Chairman confirmed the office staff would report the issue to the contractors.
The replacement streetlamp in Fairview Road (No.8) seems to be very high up in the trees.
The Chairman confirmed the office staff would report the issue to the contractors.
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What can be done about the issues with the pharmacy in the village and how can an
additional pharmacy be brought into the parish?
The Chairman confirmed that the pharmacy in the village is a business and therefore outside of
the council’s remit.
The councillors present at the meeting agreed that they would be in favour of an additional
pharmacy.

17

