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ASH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council 
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash 

on Monday 22 May 2023 which commenced at 6:30pm 
 
 

Chairman of the Council:  Cllr Nigel Manning  A 
Vice Chairman   Cllr John Tonks  ✓ 
     Cllr Philip Bellamy  ✓ 

Cllr Paul Golding  ✓ 
Cllr Carl Cookson  ✓ 
Cllr Carla Morson  ✓ 
Cllr Marsha Moseley  A 
Cllr Richard Lucas  ✓ 
Cllr Fiona White  ✓ 
 
 

✓  Present               x Not Present                        A  Apology for Absence 
 

 
 
The Clerk to the Council confirmed that all Councillors present had completed and signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   
 
 
Part I – Public Session 
 
1. To elect the Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. (agenda item 1) 
 

On the nomination of Cllr Carla Morson, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Fiona White was elected to serve as Chairman of the 
Council for the ensuing year. 

 
2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Office. (agenda item 2) 
 

In accordance with the statutory requirement, Cllr Fiona White took the Oath of Office and 
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman of the Council for the ensuing 
year. 
 

3. To receive Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 3) 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nigel Manning and Cllr Marsha Moseley. 
 

4. To receive Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 4) 
 

The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during 
April 2022 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted. There were no disclosures of 
interest declared for this meeting. 

 
5. To elect the Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. (agenda item 5) 
 

On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Carl Cookson, and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Carla Morson was elected to serve as Vice-Chairman of the 
Council for the ensuing year. 
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6.  To elect Chairman and Vice Chairman for the following Committees. (agenda item 6) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas seconded by Cllr Carl Cookson, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Philip Bellamy was elected to serve as Chairman of 
the Amenities Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
      On the nomination of Cllr Philip Bellamy, seconded by Cllr Fiona White, and there   
              being no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas was elected to serve as Vice-  
              Chairman of the Amenities Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing  
              year. 
 

B. On the nomination of Cllr Carla Morson, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Carl Cookson was elected to serve as Chairman of 
the Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
      On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White seconded by Cllr Carl Cookson, and there   
      being no other nominations, Cllr Paul Golding was elected to serve as Vice- 
      Chairman of the Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 
 
C. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Carl Cookson, and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr Carla Morson was elected to serve as Chairman of 
the Human Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
      On the nomination of Cllr Carla Morson seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas and there  
      being no other nominations, Cllr Carl Cookson was elected to serve as Vice- 
      Chairman of the Human Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
7.  To elect Councillors to serve upon the following Committees. (agenda item 7) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, and there being no other nominations, Cllr 
John Tonks and Cllr Carla Morson was elected to serve as members of the 
Amenities Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing year. 

     
B. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, and there being no other nominations, Cllr 

Richard Lucas and Cllr Carla Morson was elected to serve as members of the 
Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
C. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, and there being no other nominations, Cllr 

Richard Lucas and Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as members of the 
Human Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
8. To elect Chairman for the following Working Groups. (agenda item 8) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chairman of 
the Events Working Group for the ensuing year.  
                                                                      

B. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chairman of 
the Ash Matters Working Group for the ensuing year. 

 
9. To elect Councillors to serve upon the following Working Groups. (agenda item 9) 
 

A. Cllr Paul Golding and Cllr Carl Cookson was elected to serve as members of the 
Events Working Group for the ensuing year. 

B. Cllr Carla Morson and Cllr Philip Bellamy was elected to serve as members of the 
Ash Matters Working Group for the ensuing year. 
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10. To nominate Members of the Council or a representative to serve as the Council’s 
representative on the following bodies. (agenda item 10) 

 
Resolved upon consideration that the following Members be elected to serve on the 
following bodies as follows: 

 

Body Councillor Elected 

The Charity of Henry Smith and Others Cllr Richard Lucas and Cllr Carl Cookson 

Citizens Advice Ash Management Committee  Cllr Philip Bellamy and Cllr John Tonks 

Farnborough Aerodrome Consultative Panel  Cllr Richard Lucas 

Surrey Association of Local Councils   Cllr Carl Cookson 

Victoria Hall Management Committee  Cllr Paul Golding 

Ash and District Local History Museum Society Cllr John Tonks and Cllr Paul Golding 

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership  Cllr Fiona White 

 
11. To consider the payment of Annual Subscriptions (Excl. VAT). (agenda item 11) 
 

Members considered the payment of Annual Subscriptions to: 
 

Information Commissioners Office £35.00 

Institute of Cemetery and Crematoria Management £95.00 

National Association of Local Councils £1029.43 

Surrey Association of Local Councils £1750.00 

Society of Local Council Clerks £262.00 

South East Employers £250.00 

Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government - Employers Link £561.60 

TOTAL £3,983.03 

BUDGET FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS £6,000.00 

 
and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that the payments of Annual Subscriptions as listed 
be made. 

 
12. To consider and approve the payment of the following accounts by variable direct  

debit. (agenda item 12) 
 

Members considered the payment of the following accounts by variable direct debit: 
  

E-On (Gas Supply) 

Octopus (Electricity Supply) 

Southern Electric (Street Lighting Electricity Supply) 

Franco Postalia (Franking Postage & Lease) 

British Telecom (Fax & Broadband Usage) 

BNP Paribas (Photocopier Lease) 

Land Registry (Searches) 

Sage 50 Cloud Payroll 

Krystal Hosting Ltd (Parish Website) 

TV Licence 

 
 and it was: 
 

Resolved upon consideration that the above listed accounts be paid by variable 
direct debit. 
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13. Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 13) 
 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 17 April 2022 copies of 
which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and will be 
signed by a Committee Member, Councillor John Tonks. 
 

14. Chairman’s Announcements. (agenda item 14)  
 

The council under my leadership will be open and transparent in everything we do. We 
are here to serve the community and won’t mind being challenged by them. 
We want the public to come along and attend council meetings. Please invite as many of 
your neighbours as possible to come along. 
 
We still have three vacancies for councillors and will be looking into co-opting and it would 
be good if we had more people than vacancies. 
 

15. Adjournment. (agenda item 15) 
 

Members considered adjourning the meeting for a maximum period of 25 minutes, to 
enable members of the public to raise questions and it was: 

Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty five 
minutes to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A). 
 

16. Reports of Committees. (agenda item 16) 
 

It was resolved that the reports of the following committees, copies of which have already 
been circulated to all members of the council, be approved and that the recommendations 
therein be adopted: 
 

 Planning     24 April 2023   181 to 189 
Amenities, Finance & Administration 24 April 2023  217 to 224 

 

17. Monthly Payment List. (agenda item 17) 
 

The monthly payments list giving details of April 2023 payments as attached at Appendix 
B was presented to the Council by the Chairman of the Finance and Administration 
Committee and authorised. 

 

18. Ash Parish Council Policy Reviews. (agenda item 18) 
 

 Members to consider and accept the following Council policy: 
 

 Health and Safety - reviewed May 2023 
 

and it was: 
 

Resolved upon consideration that the policies of the council as listed above be 
accepted. 

  

19. Parish Meetings. (agenda item 19) 
 
Members to consider the dates, times and how all Council Committee meetings should be 
held. 
 
and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration to keep everything the same for now and bring this 
back as an agenda item on a future meeting. 
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20. Next Meeting. (agenda item 20) 
 
 The next meeting is on Monday 12 June 2023 commencing at 18.30pm. 

 
The meeting closed at 19:30 pm. 

 
 

Chairman: __________________________    Date: ________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA APPENDIX A 

 
 

ASH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 
 

April 2023 
 
 

  

 
DATE OF MEETING 
 

 
MEMBER 

 
MINUTE 
REF 
& PAGE NO. 

 
TYPE AND NATURE OF 
INTEREST 
 

 
PLANNING 
 
24 April 2023 
 

 
 

 
 

 
None. 

 
AMENITIES, FINANCE  
AND 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
24 April 2023 
 

 
 

 
 

 
None. 
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MINUTE APPENDIX A 

 
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Did the old Chairman leave full notes/details in the Parish records to ensure the new 
Chairman can follow up on the issues with DIO/MOD about the public access for the 
Ranges? 
The Chairman as not received any relevant notes/details from the old Chairman as yet, but rest 
assured this will be followed up. 
 
Just to make everyone aware CAB Ash & Guildford will be changing again to CAB South 
West Surrey. 
 
What can be done regarding the red light being on constantly in the APC car park? 
The Chairman and the Clerk will look in to this further. 
 
The graffiti in the pedestrian tunnel in Shawfield Road needs removing ASAP. 
The Surrey County Councillor present will report this issue to SCC. 
 
The Love Lane footpath is overgrown and needs someone to sort this out ASAP. 
The Surrey County Councillor present has reported this issue several times to SCC and will 
continue to chase them. 
 
Ex Cllr Pat Scott congratulated the new councillors on their appoinment and if anyone 
needs any help with anything, she would be happy to provide any assistance. 
 
We have new secure fencing around the vehicles in the APC car park but why only a D 
lock? 
The Clerk will look in to this further. 
 
What can be done regarding the wrong length of the barrier arm and the extension in the 
APC car park? 
The Chairman and the Clerk will look in to this further. 
 
The footpath through the new estate at the Dover Garage is in a terrible state and is not fit 
for purpose at the moment. 
The Chairman will report this to ensure it is made safe and accessible for all to use. 
 
The roadworks on Guildford Road by the Dover Garage only has two people working on it. 
This means it will take longer to complete causing further traffic issues. 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman will look into this and apply pressure to the relevant party. 
 
 


