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ASH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council 
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash 

on Monday 9 September 2024 which commenced at 18:30 
 
 

Chairman of the Council:  Cllr Fiona White  ✓ 
Vice Chairman   Cllr Carla Morson  ✓ 
     Cllr Sara Badger  A 
     Cllr Philip Bellamy  ✓ 

Cllr Carl Cookson  A 
Cllr Mohammad Faisal ✓ 
Cllr Paul Golding  ✓ 
Cllr Richard Lucas  ✓ 
Cllr Nigel Manning  A 
Cllr Michael Moriarty  ✓ 
Cllr Marsha Moseley  A 
Cllr John Tonks  ✓ 
 

✓  Present               x Not Present                        A  Apology for Absence 
 
 

 
 
Part I – Public Session 
 
54. To receive Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 1) 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sara Badger, Cllr Nigel Manning and Cllr 
Marsha Moseley. 

 
55. Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 2) 
 

There were no declarations of interest for this meeting. 
 
56. Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 3) 
 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 8 July 2024 copies of 
which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and will be signed 
by the Chairman of the Council. 
 

57. Chairman’s Announcements. (agenda item 4)  
 

We had a very good Neighbourhood Planning meeting on 4 September. Thank you to all 
the residents who joined in as well as all the members of the committee. We now have a 
long list of potential stakeholders and questions to put to them. All details will be put onto 
the parish council’s website. Please can everyone publicise so that we get as much 
community involvement as possible. 
 
Congratulations to the team, led by Cllr Phil Bellamy, who put together plans for the Ash 
Youth Club and achieved a contribution of £1500 from the company building the Ash 
Road Bridge to put towards the reopening. It is unfortunate that we have a building which 
is designed for young people, and it is so rarely used, especially as there is little else for 
young people to do in this area. I look forward to when the open sessions can restart. 
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Another congratulations is to our two Ash Vale Borough Councillors and Borough Officers 
for their work in clearing the obstructions in the Blackwater River to help alleviate the 
flooding in the Sopwith Close area. Anyone who knows the history of this area knows it 
has always been prone to flooding but it is important to try to get the situation under 
control as far as possible. 
 
Finally, I am sure that most Councillors and residents are aware of the governments 
proposals for updating the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). There is now a 
consultation process which ends on 24 September. The Planning Policy team at Guildford 
Borough Council (GBC) is working through the draft NPPF and responses to the 
consultation.  

 
58. Adjournment. (agenda item 5) 
 

Members considered adjourning the meeting for a maximum period of 25 minutes, to enable 
members of the public to raise questions and it was: 

Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty-five minutes 
to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A). 

 
59.  Reports of Committees. (agenda item 6) 
 
 The following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated were received, 

considered and the recommendations therein were adopted: 
 

Planning     22 July 2024   18 to 26 
Planning     19 August 2024  27 to 33 
Amenities, Finance & Administration 22 July 2024  24 to 34 
Neighbourhood Planning   24 July 2024  7 to 14 

 
60. Monthly Payment List. (agenda item 7) 
 

Members received and approved the monthly payments list giving details of the June and 
July 2024 payments as at Appendix B.  

 
61. First Draft Budget 2024/25. (agenda item 8) 

Members considered the first draft of the 2024/2025 budget. 
 
It was noted that the grant from GBC has been removed and spending for projects out of 
the EMR’s will need addressing. 
 
Cllr Carla Morson advised that all councillors will need to be involved with working on the 
budget and thanked the RFO for the work she has carried out so far. 
 

62.  Annual Governance & Accountability Return Year Ended 31 March 2024. (agenda 
item 9) 
 

Members noted the details from the external Auditor’s report. 
 
63. Tree Works. (agenda item 10) 

Members approved the quote from the tree surgeon for Phase 3 & 4 of the required tree 
works, as per the tree survey at a cost of £25,649.00 + VAT £5129.80 = £30778.80. 
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  64. Pre-Submission Surrey Heath Local Plan (2019-2038). (agenda item 11) 

Members considered the Pre-Submission Surrey Heath Local Plan (2019-2038) and deemed 
it unnecessary to make representations on behalf of the Council. 

65. Public Footpath 349 (Ash) – Proposed (Part) Extinguishment. (agenda item12) 
 

Members considered the Public Footpath 349 (Ash) – Proposed (Part) Extinguishment and 
deemed it unnecessary to make representations on behalf of the Council. 
 
Members noted that any councillor can log their own comments and the protection of public 
footpaths needs to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of Ash. 
 
Cllr Paul Golding asked that his vote against the agreement of the footpath diversion be 
recorded. 
  

66. SALC AGM Conference. (agenda item 13) 
 

Members to consider and approve attendance at the SALC AGM Conference on 19th 
November at Silvermere Golf Club at a cost of £30 pp (including lunch) for the Clerk and any 
other Councillor wanting to participate. 
 
and it was: 
 
Agreed that Cllr Michael Moriarty will attend the SALC AGM Conference with the Clerk 
on 19th November at Silvermere Golf Club at a cost of £30 pp. 
 

67. Grants of Exclusive Rights in Respect of Burials. (agenda item 14) 
 

Members authorised the issue of Grants of Exclusive Rights in respect of Burials: 

Deed Number Purchaser Plot Number 

1690  W Coles  M88 

1691 S James (paid by Childrens Funeral Fund) H408 

1692 K Limbu (paid by Childrens Funeral Fund) H443 

1693 J Loveridge  M20 

1694 D Smitherman P93 

1695 A Rankmore L110 

1696 M West K688 

1697 D Marchant P121 

1698 O Mugridge L111 

 
68. Correspondence. (agenda item 10) 

 
There was no correspondence to report. 
 

69. Next Meeting. (agenda item 11) 
 
 The next meeting is on Monday 14 October 2024. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 19:48. 

 
 
 

Chairman: __________________________    Date: ________________ 
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Part II – Private Session 

 
 

70. S106 Projects. (agenda item 18) 

Members to note the update regarding the New Changing Rooms at Harpers Recreation 
Ground and to consider the proposed Heads of Terms for the new lease of the Harpers 
Scout Hut to Totterdown Nursery. 

and it was: 
 
Agreed that the New Changing Rooms at Harpers Recreation Ground would be put on 
hold until GBC have confirmed how much money is available under S106 for this 
project. 

Agreed the proposed Heads of Terms for the new lease of the Harpers Scout Hut to 
Totterdown. The Clerk can now forward the details to the solicitors, Phillips Law for 
them to start work on the new lease. 

71. Ash United. (agenda item 19) 

Members to consider offering financial help to the football club who are experiencing 
financial difficulties and may suffer closure without some assistance by reducing the rent for 
one year.  

Members to note minute number 50, Council Meeting 8 July 2024 when members agreed to 
defer the item to obtain advice from SALC as to what the Council can do legally to help the 
Football Club. 

and it was: 
 
Agreed that the rent will be reduced by 50% for a year and can be revisited next year 
depending on circumstances. 
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AGENDA APPENDIX A 

 
 

ASH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 

July and August 2024 
 

  

 
DATE OF MEETING 
 

 
MEMBER 

 
MINUTE REF 
& PAGE NO. 

 
TYPE AND NATURE OF 
INTEREST 
 

 
PLANNING 
 
22 July 2024 
 
19 August 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Carla Morson 

 
 
 
 
 
Min Ref : 28 
Pg : 17 
 

 
 
 
None. 
 
Non-Pecuniary 
 

 
Administration, 
Finance & Amenities 
(A, F&A) 
 
22 July 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr John Tonks 
Cllr Paul Golding 

 
 
 
 
 
Min Ref : 25 
Pg : 8 

 
 
 
 
 
Non-Pecuniary 
 

 
Neighbourhood 
Planning 
 
24 July 2024 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
None. 
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AGENDA APPENDIX B 
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MINUTE APPENDIX A 

 
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT. 
 
The chemical smell that everyone keeps mentioning on Facebook can now be smelt down 
Harpers Road. What is happening over getting this resolved?  
Cllr Carla Morson confirmed this is being investigated by the Environmental Teams from GBC 
and Rushmoor. 
The CE for GBC & Waverley Council noticed the smell when being shown around this part of the 
village today and will ensure GBC do everything they can to investigate what is causing it. 
As soon as an update is available it will be announced at a future meeting. 
 
Sopwith Close has been subject to flooding for years. Regular maintenance/clearing 
needs to be carried out on the Blackwater River to ensure the water keeps flowing. 
Another reason for the flooding is pumping station on Hampshire side as it pumps sewage 
into the Blackwater River. 
Cllr Carla Morson confirmedthat there is a meeting about this on Friday and she should be able to 
provide an update at the next meeting. 
 
The weeds and overgrown hedges around the village. It has been reported to SCC. 
Cllr Carla Morson will chase the correct department at SCC. 
 
The footpath on the agenda is under houses.  
 
Could the footpath 350 on the Ash Lodge development be tarmaced? 
Cllr Carla Morson will report this to the correct department at SCC. 
 
The weeds at the Chapel need clearing. 
The Clerk will ask the Parish groundstaff to deal with this. 
 
Will there be a public face to face meeting for the Neighbourhood Plan?  
Cllr Carl Cookson confirmed yes and dates would be announced. 
 
 


