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ASH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council 
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash 

on Monday 8 September 2025 which commenced at 18:30 
 
 

Chair of the Council:   Cllr Fiona White  ✓ 
Vice Chair    Cllr Carla Morson  ✓ 
     Cllr Philip Bellamy  ✓ 

Cllr Carl Cookson  ✓ 
Cllr Mohammad Faisal ✓ 
Cllr Paul Golding  ✓ 
Cllr Richard Lucas  ✓ 
Cllr Nigel Manning  A 
Cllr Michael Moriarty  ✓ 
Cllr Marsha Moseley  A 
Cllr John Tonks  ✓ 
Cllr Susan Wyeth-Price ✓ 
 

✓  Present               x Not Present                        A  Apology for Absence 
 
 

 
 
Part I – Public Session 
 
51. To receive Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 1) 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nigel Manning and Cllr Marsha Moseley. 
 

52. Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 2) 
 

Cllr Paul Golding declared a non-pecuniary declaration of interest on Agenda Item 14, as 
he lives opposite Harpers Recreation Ground. 

 
53. Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 3) 
 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 14 July 2025 copies of 
which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and will be signed 
by the Chair of the Council. 
 

54. Chair’s Announcements. (agenda item 4)  
 

The Chair welcomed everyone back following our summer break, apart from the meeting 
of the Planning Committee. Planning doesn’t stop just because it’s holiday season. I hope 
that everyone had chance to enjoy the summer weather. 
 
As you will see from our agenda, we are about to start on our rounds of meetings leading 
up to setting our budget and precept early next year. The figures in tonight’s agenda are 
there to provide us with the basis for debate.  
Our Parish Council may become even more important to local people once Local 
Government Reorganisation has taken place and we must be sure that we have the 
resources to step up where we are needed.  
 
One thing that is reported to us time and again is the issue of graffiti. The Chester Bridge 
has been a particular target along with the Shawfield Tunnel. We are working to try to find  
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long term solutions to both those issues because we understand the impact that the spray 
paint, and especially some of the images, can have on people. 
 
There is very little to report for this meeting. The most exciting thing is the opening of the 
Ash Police Hub which will take place tomorrow at 12 o’clock. As you will have seen from 
the Surrey Police press releases, the Hub will be open every Tuesday between 12 o’clock 
and 4 pm. The object is to give local people a place to come and talk to police officers and 
PCSO’s about things that concern them. The Vice Chairman and I had meetings with 
officers from Surrey Police to discuss some of the antisocial behaviour that had been 
going on in our community and the feeling on behalf of some residents that their reports 
and concerns were not being taken seriously. The police force suggested the Hub as part 
of a solution and our Clerk, Ali Watmore, came up with the idea of an underused room 
here in the Ash Centre which absolutely met the force’s needs.  
The Hub is opening for an initial period to see if it helps improve relationships between our 
community and the Police force. I hope that it will be well used. I know that the timings on 
a Tuesday afternoon are not ideal for everyone but there may be a possibility to extend 
those hours if it is a success. So, my message to the community is that the Police are 
showing us that they care about what happens here, but it will only work if people take the 
trouble to come and talk to them. 

 
55. Adjournment. (agenda item 5) 
 

Members considered adjourning the meeting for a maximum period of 25 minutes, to enable 
members of the public to raise questions and it was: 

Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty-five minutes 
to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A). 
 

56.  Reports of Committees. (agenda item 6) 
 
 The following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated were received, 

considered and the recommendations therein were adopted: 
 

Planning     23 July 2025   16 to 23 
Amenities, Finance & Administration 23 July 2025  20 to 29 

 
57. Monthly Payment List. (agenda item 7) 
 

Members received and approved the monthly payments list giving details of the June and 
July 2025 payments as at Appendix B.  

 
58. First Draft Budget and Precept 2026/27. (agenda item 8) 
 

Members considered the first draft of the 2026/2027 budget and started the discussion on 
the percentage increase for the Parish precept.  

 
59.  IT Windows 11 Upgrade. (agenda item 9) 

 

Members noted that the Chairman and the Clerk used delegated powers to purchase new IT 
equipment for Windows 11 at a cost of £2841.85 + £568.37 VAT = £3410.22. The funds will 
be taken from EMR Renewal General. 
 

60. Christmas Tree and Lights 2025. (agenda item 10) 
 

Members noted that the Chairman and the Clerk used delegated powers to purchase the 
installation and removal of the Christmas Tree and Christmas Lights 2025 at a cost of £4125 
+ £825.00 VAT = £4950.00. 
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61. Intruder Alarm Upgrade. (agenda item 11) 
 

Members noted that the Chairman and the Clerk used delegated powers to purchase a new 
intruder alarm system at a cost of £1636.00 + £327.20 VAT = £1636.00. The funds will be 
taken from EMR Security. 

 
62. Transfer Of Old Street Columns To New Metal Type In Manor Road & The Garth. 

(agenda item 12) 
 

 Members noted that the Chairman and the Clerk used delegated powers to approve the 
works to transfer the old concrete street columns to new metal columns in Meadow Close 
at a cost of £1156.81 + £1156.81 + £462.72 VAT = £2313.62. 

 
63. S106 Contributions For Murals On Chester Bridge. (agenda item 13) 
 

The Chair requested that Cllr David Shaw who is one of the Borough Councillors for Ash 
South Ward be given permission to speak during this agenda item as he had been involved 
with Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price in discussions at GBC meetings – it was agreed by Council. 

 
During the discussion, members questioned whether it would be possible to use this money 
for the Shawfield Tunnel.  
Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price thought it was possible that this money could be used on other 
projects.  
Cllr Michael Moriarty confirmed that it could be used on other projects and would send the 
wording to the Clerk so that the Clerk can write to GBC. 
The Chair confirmed that other sources of funding might be available. She will investigate 
and this can then be discussed at a future Council meeting. 
 
Members agreed to the use of S106 contributions for murals on Chester Bridge. 
 
 

64. S106 Projects Harpers Recreation Ground. (agenda item 14) 
 

  Members to consider the projects for Harpers Recreation Ground. 

and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that the projects as per the report by the Clerk is 
approved using the preferred contractor for the new play area which has the most 
accessible equipment costing £130,000.00 ex VAT and the preferred contractor for all 
the other projects costing £66,062.00 (car park reconstruction £22,800.00, new car 
park construction £12,000.00, pathway £20,462.00, bridge £6,000.00 and drainage 
£4800.00 all ex VAT). 
 
During the discussion, a question was raised about other S106 money that could be 
available for this area.  It was suggested that 13/P/00717, The Croft, Ash could be used 
towards providing or improving recreation open space that might reasonably be enjoyed by 
person resident in the dwellings to be constructed, received 03/09/19 which was transferred 
to GBC Parks. The original figure was £55,817.12 so this includes £176.22 of Indexation. 
The Clerk will contact Guildford Borough Council and if this money is no longer available 
then the additional £8,252.88 will be funded using 344 EMR Play Equip/Signage. 
 

  Cllr Paul Golding asked for it to be noted that the contractor works with the residents  
 So that they have continued parking and that the original bridge sleepers are retained. 
 

The Clerk confirmed that we would do everything possible to ensure parking is available and 
that the original sleepers are retained. 
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65. Correspondence. (agenda item 11) 

 
There was no correspondence to report. 
 

66. Next Meeting. (agenda item 12) 
 
 The next meeting is on Monday 13 October 2025. 

 

The meeting closed at 19:35. 

 
 

 
 
 

Chairman: __________________________    Date: ________________ 
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AGENDA APPENDIX A 

 
 

ASH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 

July 2025 
 

  

 
DATE OF MEETING 
 

 
MEMBER 

 
MINUTE REF 
& PAGE NO. 

 
TYPE AND NATURE 
OF INTEREST 
 

 
COUNCIL 
 
14 July 2025 
 

   
 
 
None. 
 

 
PLANNING 
 
23 July 2025 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
None. 
 

 
Administration, 
Finance & Amenities 
(A, F&A) 
 
23 July 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
None. 
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MINUTE APPENDIX A 

 
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Is there any further update regarding football pitches for Collins Gardens? 
The Chair confirmed that there is nothing further to add since the last Council meeting. 
 
Is there any further update on a sign for Collins Gardens about it being a cul-de-sac? 
The Chair confirmed that she had forgotten about this and asked the Clerk to remind her. 
 
There are drainage issues locally caused by the natural streams not flowing which has 
been discussed by Councillors with Claire Upton-Brown at Guildford Borough Council 
(GBC). Claire Upton-Brown stated that S106 money is available for this, but it is down to 
the Parish Council to contact them. Has the Parish Council heard anything? 
The Clerk confirmed she was not aware of this and will email Claire Upton-Brown for further 
details. 
 
Thank you Cllr Phil Bellamy for all your work in getting Shawfield Tunnel cleaned. There is 
still paint flaking off which needs rectifying. 
Cllr Phil Bellamy confirmed that more repairs are required and that he was told further repairs 
would be happening. It is something he is chasing regularlly. 
 
Has everyone in the Parish been sent the information regarding the Shortland Farm 
development? 
The Chair confirmed that it was the developers that had issued the document. She has also 
stepped aside from this application due to conflict with her position as Head of Planning at GBC. 
The Vice Chair confirmed that this document had been discussed at a meeting and that the 
developers had been requested to issue it to everyone in the Parish. 
 
Could this document be shared on the Council’s website? 
Yes this document could be shared on the Council’s website. 
 
A letter that had been written in 2002 was discovered which mentioned all the issues in the 
Parish which are still present today. 
The Chair confirmed that as many issues are the responsiblitity of Surrey County Council or GBC 
then all that can be done is to keep reporting them. 
 
 
 


