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Good evening and thank you for attending this Annual Parish Meeting. 

It has, despite my enforced absence through illness, been a privilege to serve as Chairman 
of Ash Parish Council over the past year. At this point I’d like to thank Councillor Carla 
Morson for standing in for me whilst I was away. 

I’m pleased to report on a productive period for the Council and the community. 

Neighbourhood Plan – Significant Progress 

The highlight of the year has been the exceptional progress on the Ash Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

Neighbourhood planning is a rigorous statutory process, requiring evidence gathering, public 
consultation, policy drafting, and independent examination. Many councils take years to 
reach submission — we have advanced at remarkable speed. 

Key milestones include: 

• Completion of the evidence base on housing, infrastructure, and green spaces. 
• Extensive resident and stakeholder engagement. 
• Regulation 14 pre-submission consultation Monday 16 June until Thursday 31 July 

2025. 
• Finalisation and submission under Regulation 15 to Guildford Borough Council 8 

December 2025. 

The Plan ensures that future development in Ash is well designed, infrastructure-supported, 
environmentally sensitive, and aligned with the community’s long-term vision. Its progress 
reflects the dedication of councillors, the Steering Group led by Councillor Michael Moriarty, 
our professional advisers, and the many residents who have contributed. 

Once examined and approved by referendum, the Plan will carry full statutory weight, putting 
Ash in a stronger position to shape its own future. 

Planning and Community Work 

Alongside the Neighbourhood Plan, councillors have continued to review planning 
applications, representing residents’ views on traffic, design, and environmental impact. 

A major highlight this year was the opening of the new police hub in Ash, providing a visible 
base for Surrey Police and improving local engagement and public safety. 

The Council has also maintained parish facilities, supported local events, and collaborated 
with other local authorities and partner agencies on highways, community safety, and 
environmental matters. Balancing these responsibilities with Neighbourhood Plan delivery 
has required focus and commitment. 

 



Finance and Governance 

We continue to manage council finances prudently, ensuring best value for residents while 
maintaining services and facilities. Governance and accountability remain strong, supported 
by the dedication of our RFO, Clerk and officers. 

Challenges and Outlook 

We face ongoing pressures from development, infrastructure needs, and rising service 
expectations. Despite these, the Council has maintained momentum, ensuring Ash remains 
a well-managed and vibrant parish. 

The coming year will focus on: 

• Completing the Neighbourhood Plan through examination and referendum.  
• Local Government Reorganisation. 
• Understanding the flood risk in Ash and mitigating against potential issues. 
• Maintaining and enhancing parish facilities. 
• Strengthening community engagement and communication. 
• Protecting the character and environment of Ash. 
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The progress of this year demonstrates what can be achieved with focus, collaboration, and 
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