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ASH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council 
held in the Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash 

on Monday 18 May 2026 which commenced at 18:30 
 
 

Chair of the Council:   Cllr Michael Moriarty  ✓ 
Vice Chair    Cllr John Tonks  ✓ 
     Cllr Philip Bellamy  ✓ 

Cllr Carl Cookson  ✓ 
Cllr Mohammad Faisal ✓ 
Cllr Paul Golding  ✓ 
Cllr Richard Lucas  ✓ 
Cllr Nigel Manning  x 
Cllr Carla Morson  A 
Cllr Marsha Moseley  x 
Cllr Fiona White  ✓ 
Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price  ✓ 
 

✓  Present               x Not Present                        A  Apology for Absence 
 
 

 
 
Part I – Public Session 
 
1. To elect the Chair of the Council for the ensuing year. (agenda item 1) 
 

On the nomination of Cllr John Tonks, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there being no 
other nominations, Cllr Michael Moriarty was elected to serve as Chair of the Council for 
the ensuing year. 
 

2. To receive the Chair’s Declaration of Office. (agenda item 2) 
 

In accordance with the statutory requirement, Cllr Michael Moriarty took the Oath of Office 
and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chair of the Council for the ensuing 
year. 

 
3. To receive Apologies for Absence. (agenda item 3) 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Carla Morson. 
 
4. To receive Declarations of Interest. (agenda item 4) 
 

The Local Code of Conduct – Disclosure of Interests for Committee Meetings held during 
March 2026 as indicated at Agenda Appendix A were noted. There were no disclosures of 
interest declared for this meeting. 

 
5. To elect the Vice-Chair of the Council for the ensuing year. (agenda item 5) 
 

On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there being no 
other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Vice-Chair of the Council 
for the ensuing year. 
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6.  To elect Chair and Vice Chair for the following Committees. (agenda item 6) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Philip Bellamy was elected to serve as Chair of the 
Amenities Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there               
being no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas was elected to serve as Vice-              
Chair of the Amenities Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing  

              year. 
 

B. On the nomination of Cllr John Tonks, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price was elected to serve as Chair of the 
Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
On the nomination of Cllr Michael Moriarty, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there       
being no other nominations, Cllr Paul Golding was elected to serve as Vice-Chair of 
the Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
C. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there being 

no other nominations, Cllr Carla Morson was elected to serve as Chair of the Human 
Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas was elected to serve as Vice-Chair of the 
Human Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
D. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price, and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr Michael Moriarty was elected to serve as Chair of 
the Neighbourhood Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 
 
On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Fiona White was elected to serve as Vice-Chair of 
the Neighbourhood Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
7.  To elect Councillors to serve upon the following Committees. (agenda item 7) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Michael Moriarty, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Mohammad Faisal, Cllr Paul Golding, Cllr John 
Tonks and Cllr Fiona White were elected to serve as members of the Amenities 
Finance and Administration Committee for the ensuing year. 

     
B. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr Michael Moriarty, Cllr Mohammad Faisal, Cllr Fiona 
White and Cllr John Tonks were elected to serve as members of the Planning 
Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
C. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Michael Moriarty and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks, Cllr Paul Golding, Cllr Fiona White 
and Cllr Mohammad Faisal were elected to serve as members of the Human 
Resources Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
D. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Michael Moriarty and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr Paul Golding, Cllr Mohammad Faisal, Cllr Phil 
Bellamy and Cllr John Tonks were elected to serve as members of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Committee for the ensuing year. 
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8. To elect Chair for the following Working Groups. (agenda item 8) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Paul Golding, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chair of the 
Events Working Group for the ensuing year.  
                                                                      

B. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chair of the Ash 
Matters Working Group for the ensuing year. 

 
C. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Michael Moriarty, and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chair of the 
Shawfield Allotment Association Working Group for the ensuing year. 

 
D. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there being 

no other nominations, Cllr John Tonks was elected to serve as Chair of the Street 
Lighting and CCTV Working Group for the ensuing year. 

 
E. On the nomination of Cllr John Tonks, seconded by Cllr Fiona White, and there being 

no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas was elected to serve as Chair of the Ash 
Flood  Working Group for the ensuing year. 
 

 
9. To elect Councillors to serve upon the following Working Groups. (agenda item 9) 
 

A. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr Richard Lucas, and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Michael Moriarty and Cllr Paul Golding were elected to 
serve as members of the Events Working Group for the ensuing year. 

B. On the nomination of Cllr Michael Moriarty, seconded by Cllr Fiona White, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas was elected to serve as member of 
the Ash Matters Working Group for the ensuing year. 
 

C. On the nomination of Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price, seconded by Cllr John Tonks, and there 
being no other nominations, Cllr Fiona White and Cllr Michael Moriarty were elected 
to serve as members of the Shawfield Allotment Association Working Group for the 
ensuing year. 
 

D. On the nomination of Cllr Fiona White, seconded by Cllr John Tonks, and there being 
no other nominations, Cllr Richard Lucas, Cllr Paul Golding and Cllr Michael 
Moriarty were elected to serve as members of the Street Lighting and CCTV 
Working Group for the ensuing year. 

 
E. On the nomination of Cllr Richard Lucas, seconded by Cllr Paul Golding, and there 

being no other nominations, Cllr Michael Moriarty, Cllr Sue Wyeth-Price and GBC 
Cllr David Shaw were elected to serve as members of the Ash Flood Working Group 
for the ensuing year. 
 

10. To nominate Members of the Council or a representative to serve as the Council’s 
representative on the following bodies. (agenda item 10) 

 
Resolved upon consideration that the following Members be elected to serve on the 
following bodies as follows: 

  

Body Councillor Elected 

The Charity of Henry Smith and Others Cllr John Tonks 

Citizens Advice Ash Management Committee  Cllr John Tonks 

Farnborough Aerodrome Consultative Panel  Cllr Richard Lucas 
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Body Councillor Elected 

Surrey Association of Local Councils   Cllr Michael Moriarty and Cllr John Tonks 

Victoria Hall Management Committee  Cllr Paul Golding 

Ash and District Local History Museum Society Cllr John Tonks and Cllr Paul Golding 

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership  Cllr Fiona White 

 
11. To consider the payment of Annual Subscriptions (Excl. VAT). (agenda item 11) 
 

Members considered the payment of Annual Subscriptions to: 
 

Information Commissioners Office £47.00 

Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management £105.00 

National Association of Local Councils & Surrey Association of Local 
Councils 

£3385.00 

Society of Local Council Clerks £360.00 

Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government - Employers 
Link 

£576.00 

RBS Accounting Solutions (Rialtas) £2127.00 

Microsoft 365/Teams/Defender/Call Plan Annual Licences £4800.00 

Annual Azure Plan £230.00 

Training & Development Subscription  

 
TOTAL 

 
£11,630.00 

BUDGET FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS & LICENCES £20,000.00 

 
and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that the payments of Annual Subscriptions as listed be 
made. 

 
12. To consider and approve the payment of the following accounts by variable direct  

debit. (agenda item 12) 
 

Members considered the payment of the following accounts by variable direct debit: 
 

E-On (Gas Supply) – 2 sites (25/26 Total £4,750.00) 

Octopus (Electricity Supply) – 7 sites (25/26 Total £8,875.00) 

Castle Water – 7 sites (25/26 Total £5,310.00) 

BT (Broadband) (25/26 Total £4,820.00) 

Southern Electric (Street Lighting Electricity Supply) (25/26 Total £18,140.00) 

Franco Postalia (Franking Postage & Lease) (25/26Total £386.00 Rent / £100.00 
Postage) 

British Telecom (Fax & Broadband Usage) (25/26 Total £4820.00) 

CF Corporate (Photocopier Lease) (25/26 Total £4590.00) 

Land Registry (Searches) (25/26 Total £0.00) 

Sage 50 Cloud Payroll (25/26 Toral £2574.00) 

Krystal Hosting Ltd (Parish Website) (25/26 Total £144.00) 

TV Licence (25/26 Total £174.50) 
 

and it was: 
 

Resolved upon consideration that the above listed accounts be paid by variable 
direct debit. 

 
 
 
 



 
Annual Meeting of the Council             Minutes                                                    Monday 18 May 2026 

5 

 

 
13. Confirmation of the Minutes. (agenda item 13) 
 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 13 April 2026 copies of 
which have been circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and will be signed 
by the Chair of the Council. 
 

14. Chair’s Announcements. (agenda item 14)  
 

Thank you Councillors for electing me to be Chair of this Council for the upcoming year. 
Starting off, I wish to thank and recognise the contributions Cllr Fiona White and Cllr Carla 
Morson have given as Chair and Vice Chair as they step down into this final year, 
providing a strong, experienced guiding hand to this council as it moved into a new era 
after the last election. It has been a pleasure to work with them both, and I am looking 
forward to working with them and the rest of you councillors in the year ahead. 

It is an exciting, daunting, and important time for the role of Parish Councils in public life in 
Surrey, alongside the ongoing reorganisation of local government. With the size and scale 
of the unitary authorities, our role as the closest form of local government to our residents 
will be more important than ever and we will need to continue to act in that manner 
moving forward.  

While our powers are overall limited compared to the larger council, we must remain a 
voice for the residents that live in Ash Vale, Ash and Ash Green. Within that, our biggest 
responsibility will be to establish a sense of place and community for the Parish, through 
the events we hold, our open spaces and allotments, the charities we support, the Ash 
Centre, the in Bloom competition, we must continue to back these and seek to grow them 
as well, as well as to further engage with our community groups, sports organisations and 
residents young and old and figure out exactly what they want out of where they live.  

My personal mission over the next year and moving forward will be to further bring the 
Parish Council into the lives of our residents, through communication over social media 
and face to face as much as possible, listening to what they want to achieve, and how to 
better engage and integrate that in our decision making. The best way to achieve that will 
be to be as open as we can be, and I hope you will all join me in this journey. 

Part of this will be that I will look to ensure our elected representatives on the higher 
authorities are formally invited to every council meeting and will look to make a place in 
the agenda for a report from them on items relevant to the parish can be presented. I want 
to further engage the young people in the parish in what we and other organisations do 
and see how to get them involved and excited about where they live.  

We can do more to engage positively with everyone in Ash, to make a difference - so let’s 
start. 

Moving on to the announcements of this Chairman’s announcements. I wish to 
congratulate our new representatives on the upcoming authority after the elections, with 
the parish to be represented by Councillors Carla Morson and Phil Bellamy, for the ward 
of Ash, and Councillors Matt Furniss and Sallie Barker, for the ward of Shalford which 
includes Ash Green and southern parts of Ash. I wish them all the best of luck in taking up 
their seats. The first full council meeting of the Shadow Authority is set to take place on 
21st May at 2pm in Guildford. Until 31st March 2027, the existing Guildford Borough and 
Surrey County Councils will still be active, so any queries for services they’re responsible 
for will still need to be directed to the relevant authority. 
The emerging Ash Neighbourhood Plan is back in consultation, having been sent for 
examination in December and the regulation 16 consultation stage being held between 
January and March. After legal changes that came into force in March, requiring that 
neighbourhood plans must: contribute to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate 
change; take account of the Surrey local nature recovery strategy; and not result in less 
housing development than is proposed in the development plan (including the Local Plan).  
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The examiner appointed to the plan requested that a two-week period would be opened 
for any responses to those above requirements. This period opened on 11th May and 
runs until noon on 26th May. Details can be found on the Ash Parish Council website. 

A statutory consultation on a Traffic Regulation Order, which looks to enforce a 20 mile 
per hour speed limit on the roads around Shawfield Primary School, is now live. This is 
based on a round of engagement Surrey County Council ran earlier this year and covers 
the streets around the school off of Shawfield Road being reduced to a 20mph speed 
limit. After the consultation, Star Lane was also included as a road to have a 20mph limit 
added. The consultation can be found on Surrey’s website. 

Tomorrow evening at Ash Manor School, there will be a “Policing your Community” 
meeting held by the Chief Constable, Tim De Meyer, PCC Lisa Townsend and Borough 
Commander Blaine Rafferty to discuss local policing. Registration details for the event are 
on the Guildford Beat (Surrey Police) Facebook Page. (6pm-7:30pm) 

Finally, roadworks. A number of roadworks will start to appear around the Parish in the 
next few months, as SGN are undergoing a necessary replacement programme of their 
gas pipes. On the main roads, the next of these to go in will be works on Ash Church 
Road, with permits running from today until 3rd July, and Lysons Avenue, until 5th July.  

 
15. Adjournment. (agenda item 15) 
 

Members considered adjourning the meeting for a maximum period of 25 minutes, to enable 
members of the public to raise questions and it was: 

Resolved that the meeting be adjourned for a maximum period of twenty-five minutes 
to enable a public question period to be held (as at Minute Appendix A). 
 

16.  Reports of Committees. (agenda item 16) 
 
 The following committee reports, copies of which have been circulated were received, 

considered and the recommendations therein were adopted: 
 

Planning     27 April 2026   86 to 92 
Amenities, Finance & Administration 27 April 2026  119 to 133 
Human Resources Sub-Committee 23 February 2026 1 to 6 

 Human Resources Sub-Committee 23 March 2026 7 to 13  
 Human Resources Sub-Committee 29 April 2026  14 to 20 
 
17. Monthly Payment List. (agenda item 17) 
 

Members received and approved the monthly payments list giving details of the March 
2026 payments as at Appendix B.  

 
18. Internal Audit Report. (agenda item 18) 
 

Members noted the internal auditors report and thanked the RFO, Jeanette McKernan for 
all her hard work 

 
19. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/2026. (agenda item 20) 

Members considered and agreed the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the 
year ending 31 March 2026 : 

 

  i)  Section 1: Annual Governance Statement 2025/2026  
ii)  Section 2: Accounting Statements 2025/2026 
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 Members thanked the RFO, Jeanette McKernan for all her hard work. 
 
20. Ash Parish Council Policy Reviews. (agenda item 20) 
 

Members to consider and accept the following Council policies: 
 

Policy Adopted Date Review Date 

Investment Strategy 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2027 

Retention & Disposal 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2029 

Debtor & Creditor 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2028 

Local Government Pension Scheme 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2028 

Unauthorised Encampment 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2028 

Standing Orders 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2027 

Equality & Diversity 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2027 

Health & Safety Policy 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2027 

Disclosure & Barring 18 May 2026 Before End Of May 2028 

 
and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that the policies of the council as listed above be 
accepted. 

 
21. Code Of Conduct For Councillors. (agenda item 21) 
 

Members to consider the following : 
 
i) Adopting in full the new model Code of Conduct for Councillors consistent with the 

Localism Act 2011.  
ii) The Code shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
iii) The Proper Officer be authorised to publish the Code and notify the Monitoring 

Officer of the principal authority of its adoption.  
 

and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that the new model Code Of Conduct For Councillors 
be adopted with immediate effect, the Clerk to authorise the publishing of the Code 
and notify the Monitoring Officer. 
 

22. Heathcote Memorial. (agenda item 22) 
 

Members to approve the artwork for the outdoor lectern and the final resting place for the 
original damaged stone. 
 
and it was: 
 
Resolved upon consideration that artwork version four is used, the Heathcote 
Memorial be placed outside the Ash Centre in the garden and once the outdoor 
lectern is installed a formal opening ceremony is arranged. 

 
23. Tree Works. (agenda item 23) 
 

Members noted the Chair and the Clerk used delegated powers to approve the tree works at 
Ash Tennis Club and Harpers Allotment at a cost of £2300.00 + £4530.00 + VAT £1366.00 = 
£8196.00. The funds will be taken from EMR Tree Works. 
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24. H&S Online Training. (agenda item 24) 
 

Members noted the Chair and the Clerk used delegated powers to approve the H&S online 
training for staff at a cost of £2471.00 + VAT £494.20 = £2965.20. The funds will be taken 
from EMR Training. 

25. Councillor Enhanced Email Protection Licence. (agenda item 25) 
 

Members approved adding an enhanced email protection licence for all Councillors at a 
cost of £17.85 per user per year. Total cost = £257.04 (12 x £17.85 + £42.84 VAT). 

 
26. Correspondence. (agenda item 21) 

 
Surrey County Council proposed changes to parking controls for certain parts of Ash 
Church Road and Ash Street with drafting amendments regarding certain of the existing at 
any time waiting restrictions. 
 
Members agreed that an objection should be made to the proposed changes. Ash Parish 
Council objected to the removal of the layby originally and now have further concerns over 
the further effect this will have. 
 
The wording for the objection to be agreed by email. 
 

27. Next Meeting. (agenda item 22) 
 
 The next meeting is on Monday 8 June 2026. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 19:43. 

 
 

 
 
 

Chairman: __________________________    Date: ________________ 
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AGENDA APPENDIX A 

 
 

ASH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT – DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 

April 2025 
 

  

 
DATE OF MEETING 
 

 
MEMBER 

 
MINUTE REF 
& PAGE NO. 

 
TYPE AND NATURE OF 
INTEREST 
 

 
COUNCIL 
 
9 March 2026 
 

 
 
 
None. 

 
 
 
None. 
 

 
 
 
None. 
 

 
PLANNING 
 
23 March 2026 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Michael 
Moriarty 
 
 

 
 
 
Min Ref :79 
Pg No : 50 
 
 
 
 
 
Min Ref : 71 
Pg No : 45 
 
 

 
 
 
26/P/00242 
Non-pecuniary 
declaration of interest as 
husband is the volunteer 
grounds person for Ash 
United Senior Team. 
 
26/P/00242 
Non-pecuniary 
declaration of interest as 
he volunteers at Ash 
United Football Club. 

 
 

 
AMENITIES, FINANCE  
AND 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
23 March 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
None. 

 
 
 
 
 
None. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
None. 
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
23 March 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
None. 

 
 
 
 
None. 
 

 
 
 
 
None. 
 

 

 
  



 
Annual Meeting of the Council             Minutes                                                    Monday 18 May 2026 

10 

 

 
AGENDA APPENDIX B 
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MINUTE APPENDIX A 

 
PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Who is responsible for the area of land between Ash Station, Foreman Road and Vine 
Walk as it is not being maintained? 
The Clerk confirmed the land doen’t belong to Ash Parish Council 
Cllr Fiona White asked for details to be forwarded so that investigations can be made with 
Guildford Borough Council (GBC) and Surrey County Council (SCC).hair confirmed she can not 
promise that someone will be at every meeting. However, the Planning Committee do actively 
work hard on the comments they raise on planning applications which are always submitted to 
GBC. 
 
 
Bellway have advertising signs on the lampposts over the Chester Bridge. This has 
already been reported to GBC Planning, but they have not been removed. 
The Chair confirmed he would look into this.  
 
 
Since the last meeting of the Ash Flood working group, what actions have been resolved 
and when will the next meeting be? 
Cllr Richard Lucas confirmed he has been working on the flooding issues and will be in touch to 
regarding when the next meeting will be held.  
 
 
What is happening over an accessable pathway at The Briars as we know S106 money is 
avaiable? 
Cllr Fiona White confirmed that it depends on what the wording is on S106 funds as to where and 
how it can be used. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to GBC Planning to find out what is happening.  
 
 
When will the minutes from the Ash Youth Centre meeting be available? 
Cllr Phil Bellamy confirmed that he will circulate them soon. The SCC person he has been 
dealing with is on longterm sick and a new lead should be confirmed soon. 
 


